How to Propagate Acaena
caespitosa

Propagating Acaena caespitosa: A
Gardener’s Guide to the Cushion
Burr

Acaena caespitosa, also known as the cushion burr, is a
charming, low-growing groundcover prized for its dense,
compact habit and attractive foliage. Its fine, fern-like
leaves create a lush, mossy carpet, often adorned with tiny,
spiky burrs (hence the name). These burrs, though small, add a
unique textural element to the landscape and provide
attractive late-season interest. The plant’s tolerance of poor
soils and its ability to suppress weeds make it a popular
choice among gardeners seeking a low-maintenance, yet visually
appealing groundcover. Its resilience, however, doesn’t always
translate to easy propagation.

Seed Germination:

Currently, there are no known reliable methods for seed
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germination propagation of Acaena caespitosa. While seeds may
be produced, their germination rate is notoriously low, often
resulting in unreliable propagation results. Further research
into specific stratification techniques or pre-treatments may
be needed to unlock the potential of seed propagation for this
species.

Cuttings:

Cuttings represent a more reliable method for propagating
Acaena caespitosa.

Challenges: Rooting can be slow and inconsistent, depending on
the time of year and environmental conditions. Softwood
cuttings taken in early summer offer the best chance of
success.

Practical Tips: Take 5-10cm cuttings, removing lower leaves to
prevent rot. Dip the cut ends in rooting hormone powder and
plant in a well-draining propagation mix, keeping the mix
consistently moist but not waterlogged. High humidity and
bottom heat will improve rooting success. Mist regularly to
maintain humidity.

Rewards: This method allows the preservation of desirable
traits from parent plants, ensuring that resulting plants
replicate the successful qualities.

Division:
Division is arguably the easiest and most reliable method for

propagating Acaena caespitosa.

Challenges: This method is best suited for established plants.
Care must be taken not to damage the root system during
division.

Practical Tips: In spring or early autumn, carefully dig up
the mature plant and divide it into smaller clumps, each with
its own root system and foliage. Replant the divisions
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immediately, ensuring adequate spacing between each clump.

Rewards: Rapid establishment, high success rate, and
relatively quick propagation of a large number of plants.

Tissue Culture:

While tissue culture is a theoretically viable option for the
mass propagation of Acaena caespitosa, it is unlikely to be a
practical method for home gardeners.

Challenges: Tissue culture requires specialized equipment, a
sterile environment, and considerable expertise. The
establishment of appropriate culture media and protocols would
likely require significant research and development.

Practical Tips: This method is best left to specialist
nurseries or research laboratories with the necessary
resources.

Rewards: Potential for large-scale propagation of genetically
identical plants.

Conclusion:

Propagating Acaena caespitosa presents a range of challenges,
but the rewards are well worth the effort. While seed
propagation remains unreliable, division provides a reliable
and straightforward method suitable for home gardeners.
Cuttings offer a viable alternative, albeit requiring patience
and attention to detail. Tissue culture, though potentially
powerful, is impractical for most hobbyists. The inherent
satisfaction of successfully cultivating this resilient plant
from a cutting or division, against the odds of the less
successful methods, adds a unique dimension to the gardening
experience. For those willing to invest time and attention,
the densely textured carpet of Acaena caespitosa will prove a
rewarding addition to any garden. Remember to choose the
propagation method best suited to your skills and resources,



and celebrate each small victory along the way!



