
How  to  Propagate
Acanthocereus cuixmalensis

Propagating the Queen of the Night:
A  Guide  to  Acanthocereus
cuixmalensis
Introduction:

Acanthocereus  cuixmalensis,  commonly  known  as  the  night-
blooming cereus (though this common name is shared with many
other cacti), is a captivating cactus prized for its stunning
nocturnal blooms and striking, often sprawling, growth habit.
Its  large,  fragrant,  white  flowers  open  only  at  night,  a
spectacle that has earned it a place in many gardens and
collections.  While  relatively  easy  to  maintain  once
established,  propagating  Acanthocereus  cuixmalensis  can
present unique challenges, making successful propagation all
the more rewarding. This guide explores various propagation
methods, highlighting their potential and pitfalls.

Seed Germination:

Seed  germination  is  a  viable  method  for  propagating
Acanthocereus cuixmalensis, albeit with some challenges. The
seeds possess a hard seed coat, potentially hindering water
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uptake.

Challenges: Low germination rates are common, even under ideal
conditions. Seed viability can decrease rapidly if not stored
properly.

Practical  Tips:  Scarification  (lightly  scratching  the  seed
coat) can improve germination rates. Sowing should be done in
a well-draining cactus potting mix, kept consistently moist
(but  not  soggy)  and  warm  (25-30°C).  A  humidity  dome  can
improve  germination  success.  Stratification  (pretreatment
involving cold or warm temperatures) hasn’t been definitively
shown to significantly improve germination for this species,
but light exposure after sowing may help.

Rewards:  Seed  propagation  offers  the  greatest  genetic
diversity,  resulting  in  a  wider  range  of  plant
characteristics. It also provides the potential for large-
scale  propagation,  particularly  useful  for  conservation  or
commercial purposes.

Cuttings:

Cuttings  are  a  relatively  straightforward  and  successful
method for propagating Acanthocereus cuixmalensis.

Challenges: Rot is a primary concern, especially if cuttings
are  not  allowed  to  callus  over  before  planting.  Choosing
healthy, mature stem segments is crucial.

Practical  Tips:  Take  10-15cm  stem  cuttings  from  healthy,
mature plants. Allow the cut end to callous over for several
days to a week before planting in well-draining cactus potting
mix. Avoid overwatering, allowing the soil to dry slightly
between  waterings.  Root  formation  can  take  several  weeks.
Propagation under a humidity dome can help.

Rewards: Cuttings offer a faster and more reliable method of
propagation  compared  to  seed  germination.  They  produce



genetically  identical  plants,  ensuring  the  preservation  of
desirable traits.

Division:

Division  is  achievable,  but  not  always  recommended,  with
Acanthocereus cuixmalensis.

Challenges:  Larger  established  plants  may  be  difficult  to
divide without damaging the root system of the mother plant or
the divisions themselves. This method can only be applied to
already well-established plants with multiple growth points.

Practical  Tips:  Divide  the  plant  carefully,  ensuring  each
section has its own well-developed root system. Use a sharp,
sterile knife to minimize damage. Plant the divisions in well-
draining soil and avoid overwatering.

Rewards:  This  method  is  rapid  once  a  suitable  plant  is
available  and  involves  less  detailed  work  than  either
seedlings  or  cuttings.

Tissue Culture:

Tissue  culture  is  a  viable  method,  though  it  requires
specialized  equipment  and  expertise.

Challenges:  This  method  requires  specialized  knowledge,
laboratory facilities, and sterile conditions, making it less
accessible to the home propagator. Contamination is a major
risk.

Practical  Tips:  Sterile  techniques  are  essential.  Cultures
need a carefully controlled environment specifically for the
tissue culture of cacti.

Rewards:  This  method  allows  for  mass  propagation  of
genetically identical plants in a short time frame and is
ideal for large scale conservation and commercial purposes.



Conclusion:

Propagating  Acanthocereus  cuixmalensis  offers  multiple
avenues, each with its own set of challenges and rewards.
Cuttings provide the easiest and most reliable method for the
home  gardener,  while  seed  germination  offers  the  highest
genetic diversity, albeit at a lower success rate. Division is
a practical method, when applicable, for established plants.
Tissue culture is best suited for large-scale propagation and
requires specialized equipment and knowledge.

The  unique  satisfaction  of  successfully  cultivating  this
night-blooming wonder lies in overcoming these hurdles. The
anticipation, the care, and the eventual reward of seeing
those striking blossoms unfold under the moonlit night make
the endeavor truly worthwhile. Don’t be discouraged by initial
setbacks;  perseverance  and  a  keen  understanding  of  this
plant’s needs will ultimately lead to success. Choose the
method best suited to your resources and experience, and enjoy
the journey of cultivating this spectacular cactus.


