
How  to  Propagate  Acer
circinatum

Waking the Sleeping Giant: How to
Propagate Your Own Vine Maple (Acer
circinatum)
The Vine Maple (Acer circinatum) is a Pacific Northwest gem,
known for its vibrant fall foliage and unique, almost vine-
like growth habit. While you can certainly purchase these
beauties from nurseries, wouldn’t it be more rewarding to grow
your own from scratch? Thankfully, propagating Vine Maples
isn’t  as  daunting  as  it  seems.  Let’s  explore  two  common
methods that will have you well on your way to expanding your
leafy dominion!

Method 1: The Power of Patience – Propagating from Seed

Propagating Vine Maples from seed is like a slow dance – it
takes its time, but the payoff is worth it. Here’s how to
guide your seeds to success:

Seed  Collection:  Gather  seeds  in  the  fall  when  the1.
winged samaras turn brown and begin to release.
Stratification  Simulation:  Vine  Maple  seeds  need  a2.
period of cold, moist storage (stratification) to break
dormancy. Mimic Mother Nature by storing the seeds in a
moistened paper towel inside a sealed plastic bag in
your refrigerator for 90-120 days.
Spring Awakening: Once the last frost has passed, sow3.
your  stratified  seeds  about  1  inch  deep  in  a  seed-
starting mix.
Patience,  Young  Padawan:  Keep  the  soil  consistently4.
moist but not waterlogged. Be patient! Germination can
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take several weeks, and sometimes even longer.
Sunlight  and  Strength:  Once  your  seedlings  emerge,5.
gradually  introduce  them  to  increasing  amounts  of
sunlight.  When  they  are  a  few  inches  tall,  you  can
transplant them to larger pots or directly into the
ground.

Method 2: Branching Out – Propagating from Softwood Cuttings

If  you  prefer  a  faster  approach  and  a  little  more
predictability,  propagating  from  softwood  cuttings  is  an
excellent alternative:

Timing is Everything: The best time to take cuttings is1.
in late spring or early summer, when new growth is still
pliable.
Selecting Your Cuttings: Look for healthy branches with2.
recent growth. Using clean, sharp pruning shears, take a
cutting that’s 4-6 inches long and includes at least two
sets of leaves.
Prepping for Success: Remove the bottom set of leaves3.
and lightly wound the base of the cutting by making a
small scrape or cut. This encourages root formation.
Hormonal Boost: Dip the wounded end of the cutting into4.
rooting hormone powder. This promotes faster and more
successful root development.
Creating a Cozy Home: Plant your cutting in a pot filled5.
with  a  well-draining  potting  mix.  Keep  the  soil
consistently  moist.
Humidity is Key: Cover the pot with a clear plastic bag6.
or use a humidity dome to create a mini greenhouse. This
helps retain moisture and encourages rooting.
Root Check: After about 4-6 weeks, gently tug on the7.
cutting. If you feel resistance, congratulations! Your
cutting has likely developed roots.

A Few Final Tips:
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Choose a planting location that offers partial shade and
well-drained  soil,  as  these  conditions  mimic  their
natural habitat.
Acer  circinatum  prefers  slightly  acidic  soil,  so
amending your soil with compost or peat moss can be
beneficial.

With a bit of effort and a touch of patience, you’ll be well
on  your  way  to  having  beautiful  Vine  Maples  gracing  your
landscape  for  years  to  come.  Just  remember,  the  joy  of
propagation lies not only in the end result but also in the
journey of nurturing new life from seed or cutting.


