
How  to  Propagate  Achillea
chamaemelifolia

Propagating  Achillea
chamaemelifolia: A Gardener’s Guide
to the Yellow Yarrow
Achillea chamaemelifolia, commonly known as yellow yarrow or
chamomile yarrow, is a charming, low-growing perennial prized
for its bright yellow, daisy-like flowers and aromatic, fern-
like foliage. Its drought tolerance and ability to thrive in
full sun make it a popular choice for rock gardens, borders,
and xeriscaping projects. However, its propagation presents
some  unique  challenges  and  rewards,  warranting  careful
consideration of various techniques.

Seed Germination:

Currently,  there  are  no  known  reliable  methods  for  seed
germination  propagation  of  Achillea  chamaemelifolia.  While
seed  production  does  occur,  the  germination  rate  is
notoriously low, and success is largely unpredictable. Factors
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like  seed  viability,  dormancy,  and  specific  environmental
requirements remain poorly understood, making seed propagation
an impractical method for most gardeners.

Cuttings:

Cuttings offer a more reliable method for propagating Achillea
chamaemelifolia.

Challenges: The success rate can depend on the timing and
technique. Hardwood cuttings taken in late autumn or early
winter have a lower success rate than semi-hardwood cuttings
taken in late spring or early summer.

Tips:  Take  4-6  inch  cuttings  from  non-flowering  stems,
removing lower leaves to prevent rot. Dip the cut ends in
rooting  hormone  before  planting  in  a  well-draining  medium
(e.g., a mix of perlite and peat moss). Maintain consistently
moist but not soggy conditions and high humidity (e.g., using
a propagation dome or plastic bag). Rooting typically takes
several weeks.

Rewards:  Cuttings  produce  genetically  identical  plants,
preserving desirable traits. This method is also suitable for
smaller-scale propagation in a home garden setting.

Division:

Division is arguably the easiest and most reliable method for
propagating Achillea chamaemelifolia.

Challenges: The plant needs to be established to a sufficient
size before division, ideally after a couple of years. Care
must be taken to avoid damaging the roots during the process.

Tips: Divide the plant in spring or autumn when the soil is
moist. Carefully dig up the clump and separate it into smaller
sections, each with established roots and shoots. Replant the
divisions immediately, ensuring they have adequate spacing and
watering.



Rewards: Division is quick, relatively easy, and has a high
success rate. It’s a great way to increase your stock of this
plant quickly and efficiently.

Tissue Culture:

Tissue culture is a sophisticated method requiring specialized
equipment and expertise.

Challenges:  Tissue  culture  requires  a  sterile  laboratory
environment,  specific  nutrient  media,  and  a  skilled
technician. The initial investment and ongoing costs can be
significant.

Tips: This method is best left to professionals or specialized
nurseries due to its technical complexity.

Rewards: Tissue culture allows for large-scale propagation of
disease-free  plants,  preserving  genetic  integrity  and
producing many clones from a small sample. This is beneficial
for  commercial  propagation  but  unnecessary  for  the  home
gardener.

Conclusion:

While  seed  propagation  is  largely  unreliable  for  Achillea
chamaemelifolia,  cuttings  and,  especially,  division  offer
reliable and accessible methods for successful propagation for
the home gardener. Tissue culture provides a powerful option
for commercial growers but isn’t practical at home.

The  challenges  involved  in  propagating  yellow  yarrow  –
particularly the initially low success rates with cuttings –
add to the inherent satisfaction of finally witnessing the new
plants thriving. Overcoming these challenges highlights the
rewarding nature of plant propagation and provides a deeper
appreciation  for  the  resilience  and  beauty  of  this  hardy
plant. Don’t be discouraged if your first attempts aren’t
perfectly  successful;  patience  and  persistence  are  key  to
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mastering the art of propagating Achillea chamaemelifolia.


