
How  to  Propagate  Achillea
thracica

Propagating  Achillea  thracica:  A
Gardener’s  Guide  to  the  Thracian
Yarrow
Introduction:

Achillea thracica, commonly known as Thracian yarrow, is a
captivating perennial prized for its delicate, finely divided
foliage and charming, often yellow or creamy-white, umbel-
shaped flower heads. Native to the Balkan Peninsula, this
species boasts a unique elegance compared to its more common
yarrow cousins, making it a sought-after addition to many
gardens. Its tolerance for dry conditions and its late summer
bloom contribute to its popularity amongst horticulturists.
However, propagation of Achillea thracica presents some unique
challenges that require specific techniques and patience.

Seed Germination:

Currently,  there  are  no  known  reliable  methods  for  seed
germination propagation of Achillea thracica. While seeds may
be  produced,  germination  rates  are  notoriously  low,  and
success  is  unpredictable,  even  with  techniques  used
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successfully for other Achillea species. Further research into
specific germination requirements for this species is needed.

Cuttings:

Cuttings offer a more reliable method for propagating Achillea
thracica.

Challenges:  Success  relies  on  selecting  healthy,
actively  growing  stems,  using  appropriate  rooting
hormone,  and  maintaining  consistent  moisture  and
humidity levels to prevent desiccation. The timing of
cutting  propagation  is  also  crucial,  generally
succeeding  best  from  semi-hardwood  cuttings  taken  in
late spring or early summer.
Practical  Tips:  Take  4-6  inch  cuttings  from  non-
flowering stems, removing lower leaves to prevent rot.
Dip the cut ends in a rooting hormone powder and plant
them in a well-draining propagating mix (e.g., a peat-
perlite  mix)  kept  consistently  moist  but  not  soggy.
Cover the cuttings with a humidity dome or plastic bag
to maintain high humidity.
Rewards:  Cuttings  provide  a  faster  route  to  mature
plants compared to division, and the resulting plants
are  genetically  identical  to  the  parent  plant,
preserving  desirable  traits.

Division:

Division is the most straightforward and commonly successful
method for propagating Achillea thracica.

Challenges: The ideal time for division is during the
spring, after new growth emerges, or in early autumn.
Improper division can damage the root system, leading to
plant failure.
Practical Tips: Carefully dig up the mature plant and
gently separate the root crown into smaller sections,
each  with  healthy  roots  and  several  shoots.  Replant



these divisions in well-prepared soil, ensuring adequate
spacing  for  future  growth.  Water  thoroughly  after
planting.
Rewards: Division is a relatively quick and easy method
that results in multiple plants quickly. It also avoids
the potentially low success rates of other methods.

Tissue Culture:

While tissue culture is a potentially viable option for large-
scale propagation, it requires specialized equipment, sterile
conditions, and expertise. For the average home gardener, this
method is impractical.

Challenges:  Establishing  a  sterile  environment  and
mastering the delicate techniques of tissue culture are
technically demanding and require specialized knowledge.
The  initial  investment  cost  for  equipment  is  also
significant.
Practical Tips: This method is best left to commercial
nurseries or research institutions with the appropriate
facilities and expertise.
Rewards: This method allows for rapid mass production of
genetically identical plants and offers potential for
disease elimination.

Conclusion:

Propagating  Achillea  thracica  presents  certain  challenges,
particularly  with  seed  germination.  However,  successful
propagation is attainable using cuttings and, more easily,
through division. The rewards, however, are well worth the
effort. Cultivating this beautiful plant from a cutting or
division brings a unique satisfaction, born from overcoming
the hurdles involved and witnessing the successful growth and
flowering of a plant grown from a piece of its parent. For
aspiring  propagators,  we  recommend  starting  with  division,
mastering  that  technique  before  moving  on  to  the  more
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challenging but rewarding method of cuttings. The delicate
beauty of the Thracian yarrow in your garden will stand as
testament to your horticultural persistence.


