
How  to  Propagate
Achilleanthus glabrescens

Propagating Achillea glabrescens: A
Gardener’s Guide
Achillea  glabrescens,  commonly  known  as  smooth  yarrow  or
smooth milfoil, is a captivating perennial boasting delicate,
feathery  foliage  and  attractive,  typically  white  or  pale
yellow,  umbel-shaped  flower  heads.  Valued  for  its  drought
tolerance,  adaptability,  and  long  blooming  season,  it’s  a
popular  choice  among  gardeners  seeking  low-maintenance,
visually  appealing  additions  to  borders,  rock  gardens,  or
wildflower  meadows.  Its  propagation,  however,  presents  a
unique set of challenges, making successful cultivation all
the more rewarding.

Seed Germination:

Currently,  there  are  no  known  reliable  methods  for  seed
germination  propagation  of  Achillea  glabrescens.  While  the
plant produces seeds, their viability is notoriously low, and
germination  rates  are  often  negligible  under  standard
horticultural  practices.  Further  research  into  specific
germination protocols, including stratification techniques or
hormone treatments, may be necessary to unlock the potential
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of seed propagation for this species.

Cuttings:

Cuttings offer a more reliable method for propagating Achillea
glabrescens.

Challenges:  Rooting  success  is  moderate.  Hardwood  cuttings
taken in late autumn or early winter generally show lower
rooting percentages compared to semi-hardwood cuttings taken
in summer.

Practical  Tips:  Semi-hardwood  cuttings,  approximately  4-6
inches long, taken from non-flowering stems should yield the
best results. Remove lower leaves to prevent rot, and dip the
cut ends in a rooting hormone before planting in a well-
draining  propagation  mix  (e.g.,  perlite  and  vermiculite).
Maintain a humid environment using a propagator or plastic
covering  to  improve  rooting  success.  Regular  misting  is
crucial to prevent desiccation.

Rewards:  Cuttings  provide  genetically  identical  plants,
ensuring  consistency  in  characteristics.  This  method  is
relatively  easy  to  replicate  compared  to  tissue  culture,
making it ideal for small-scale propagation on a personal
level.

Division:

Division  is  a  viable  and  straightforward  method  for
propagating  established  Achillea  glabrescens  plants.

Challenges: Division is best performed in early spring or
autumn  when  the  plant  is  actively  growing  or  entering
dormancy,  respectively.  Damaging  the  root  system  during
division may hinder regrowth.

Practical Tips: Carefully dig up the mature plant, gently
separating  the  root  crown  into  several  smaller  divisions,
ensuring  each  division  has  sufficient  roots  and  shoots.
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Replant  immediately  in  well-drained  soil,  spacing
appropriately  for  adequate  growth.

Rewards: Division offers a quick and efficient way to increase
plant numbers, especially beneficial when working with larger,
established specimens. It’s less labor-intensive than cuttings
and eliminates the need for specialized equipment.

Tissue Culture:

Tissue  culture  propagation  of  Achillea  glabrescens  is
possible,  but  requires  specialized  equipment,  a  sterile
environment, and technical expertise.

Challenges: Establishing sterile cultures can be challenging,
as contamination is a common issue. Optimizing the growth
medium  and  hormonal  treatments  for  optimal  shoot
multiplication  and  rooting  are  crucial  and  requires
significant  experimentation.  The  costs  associated  with
equipment and media can be significant.

Practical  Tips:  Consult  detailed  protocols  developed
specifically for Achillea species. This method is best left to
professionals  or  specialized  nurseries  with  the  necessary
resources and proficiency.

Rewards:  Tissue  culture  enables  large-scale  propagation  of
genetically  uniform  plants,  particularly  beneficial  for
commercial  applications  or  conservation  efforts.  It’s  also
valuable for preserving rare or disease-free specimens.

Conclusion:

Propagating Achillea glabrescens presents distinct challenges
depending on the chosen method. While seed germination proves
unreliable, cuttings and division offer practical, accessible
alternatives for home gardeners. Tissue culture, while highly
effective  for  large-scale  propagation,  requires  specialized
knowledge and resources. The unique satisfaction derived from
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successfully  propagating  this  resilient  plant  comes  from
overcoming these obstacles. The patience, attention to detail,
and understanding of its specific needs required to achieve
successful propagation make the final flourishing plants all
the more rewarding. Whether you choose the straightforward
approach of division or the more technically demanding method
of cuttings, the journey of propagating Achillea glabrescens
underscores  the  fascinating  interplay  between  horticultural
skill and the remarkable resilience of nature.


