
How  to  Propagate  Acrotriche
serrulata

Propagating  the  Exquisite  Saw-
leaved Heath (Acrotriche serrulata)
Introduction:

Acrotriche serrulata, commonly known as the Saw-leaved Heath,
is  a  captivating  Australian  native  shrub  prized  for  its
delicate,  saw-toothed  leaves  and  charming,  bell-shaped
flowers, often in shades of pink, red, or white. Its compact
habit and tolerance of diverse conditions make it a popular
choice amongst gardeners. However, propagation of Acrotriche
serrulata  presents  unique  challenges,  adding  to  the
satisfaction of success. The plant’s slow growth rate adds to
the allure, making each propagated specimen a testament to
horticultural perseverance.

Seed Germination:

Currently,  there  are  no  known  reliable  methods  for  seed
germination propagation of Acrotriche serrulata. While seeds
are produced, their germination rate is notoriously low, and
germination  success  has  not  been  consistently  demonstrated
using standard horticultural techniques. Further research into
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specific seed treatments or environmental conditions may be
needed to unlock the potential of seed propagation for this
species.

Cuttings:

Cuttings  offer  a  more  reliable  method  of  propagating
Acrotriche  serrulata  than  seed  germination.

Challenges: Rooting can be slow and inconsistent. The
success  rate  is  significantly  improved  by  utilizing
semi-hardwood cuttings taken in late spring or early
summer. The delicate nature of the cuttings makes them
susceptible to fungal diseases.

Practical Tips: Take 8-10cm cuttings from the current
season’s growth, removing lower leaves. Dip the cut ends
in a rooting hormone powder before planting in a well-
draining propagation mix (e.g., perlite and peat moss).
High humidity (achieved through misting or a propagator)
is crucial. Avoid overwatering. Bottom heat can improve
rooting success.

Rewards:  Genetic  consistency  with  the  parent  plant,
faster  establishment  compared  to  seedlings,  and
relatively  high  success  rates  when  appropriate
techniques  are  employed.

Division:

Division  is  a  viable  propagation  method  for  Acrotriche
serrulata, particularly for established, larger specimens.

Challenges:  Division  can  disrupt  the  root  system,
potentially stressing the plant. Division should only be
attempted  during  the  dormant  season  (autumn/winter),
preferably when moving plants to a new location. The
success  of  division  depends  heavily  on  the  careful
handling of the root system.
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Practical  Tips:  Carefully  dig  up  the  mature  plant,
gently separating the root ball into smaller sections,
ensuring each section contains healthy roots and shoots.
Plant  the  divisions  immediately  into  suitable  well-
drained soil. Provide adequate watering and shade until
the plants establish their new root systems.

Rewards: Faster establishment than cuttings, ability to
rapidly increase stock numbers from existing plants with
minimal losses.

Tissue Culture:

Tissue culture propagation of Acrotriche serrulata presents
both opportunities and significant challenges.

Challenges: Establishing reliable protocols for in vitro
cultivation of Acrotriche serrulata requires specialized
knowledge and equipment, and is often more costly than
other  propagation  methods.  Sterile  conditions  are
paramount, and optimizing media composition and growth
regulators can be a complex process.

Practical Tips: This method would require expertise in
plant  tissue  culture  techniques,  including  selecting
appropriate explants (e.g., shoot tips, nodal segments),
preparing sterile media, and managing contamination.

Rewards:  Potential  for  large-scale  propagation  of
genetically  identical  plants,  rapid  multiplication  of
superior  genotypes,  and  the  propagation  of  plants
difficult to propagate using conventional methods. This
method could be valuable for conservation efforts.

Conclusion:

Propagating  Acrotriche  serrulata  successfully  requires
patience,  precision  and  some  experimentation.  While  seed
germination  currently  presents  considerable  obstacles,
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cuttings provide dependable results. Division is a feasible
option for larger plants, and tissue culture represents long-
term, but complex possibility. The rewards of successfully
propagating this charming native, however, far outweigh the
challenges.  The  unique  satisfaction  of  nurturing  a  tiny
cutting into a flourishing Saw-leaved Heath, or successfully
dividing a mature plant, is immensely rewarding for any keen
gardener. Don’t be discouraged by setbacks – the journey is as
fulfilling  as  the  destination.  Starting  with  a  readily
available  cutting  and  closely  following  the  recommended
techniques is an excellent starting point for new propagators.


