
How to Propagate Aglaia lawii

Unlocking  the  Secrets  of  Aglaia
lawii  Propagation:  A  Beginner’s
Guide
The  Aglaia  lawii,  with  its  striking  green  leaves  and
captivating fragrance, is a prized possession for many plant
enthusiasts. But what if you could create your own little
“tree of happiness” (its nickname) from the comfort of your
home? The good news is, propagation is possible, and it’s not
as daunting as it might seem.

This guide will walk you through the most common methods for
propagating Aglaia lawii, empowering you to expand your plant
collection or share the beauty of this species with friends
and family.

1. The Power of Cuttings:

The most popular and successful way to propagate Aglaia lawii
is through stem cuttings. Here’s how:

Choose  the  right  cutting:  Select  a  healthy,  non-
flowering stem with at least two sets of leaves.
Clean the cutting: Use a sharp knife or pruning shears
to make a clean, angled cut just below a node (the point
where leaves grow).
Prepare the cutting: Remove the lower leaves to prevent
rot and dip the cut end in rooting hormone powder for an
extra boost.
Plant the cutting: Insert the cutting into a pot filled
with well-draining potting mix, ensuring the nodes are
buried.
Maintain humidity: Cover the pot with a clear plastic
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bag or dome to create a humid environment, and place it
in a warm, bright location (avoid direct sunlight).
Patience is key: It can take weeks or even months for
roots to develop. Keep the soil moist but not soggy, and
be patient.

2. The Art of Air Layering:

While  slightly  more  advanced,  air  layering  is  another
effective  method  for  propagating  Aglaia  lawii.

Choose a suitable branch: Select a healthy and flexible
branch on your mature Aglaia lawii.
Make a cut: Use a sharp knife to make a ring-shaped cut
around the branch, removing a small section of bark.
Apply rooting hormone: Apply rooting hormone powder to
the exposed wood and cover it with moist sphagnum moss.
Wrap the moss: Wrap the moss with plastic wrap, securing
it with tape.
Water regularly: Mist the moss regularly to keep it
moist and encourage root formation.
Sever  the  connection:  Once  roots  develop  (typically
within a few months), cut the branch below the rooted
section and plant it in a pot.

3. Seeds: A Longer Journey:

Aglaia lawii can also be propagated from seeds, although this
takes more time and effort.

Obtain fresh seeds: Collect seeds from ripe fruits or
purchase them from reputable sources.
Prepare the seeds: Gently remove any pulp and soak the
seeds  in  warm  water  overnight  to  soften  the  outer
coating.
Sow the seeds: Sow the seeds in a pot filled with seed
starting mix, spacing them adequately.
Keep moist and warm: Cover the pot with a plastic dome
to  maintain  humidity  and  keep  the  soil  consistently



moist. Place it in a warm location with indirect light.
Patience  is  key:  It  can  take  several  weeks  for
germination, and young seedlings might need a year or
more to develop into mature plants.

General Tips for Success:

Choosing  the  right  potting  mix:  Use  a  loose,  well-
draining mix that allows for good aeration.
Providing adequate light: Aglaia lawii prefers bright,
indirect light but dislikes direct sunlight, which can
scorch its leaves.
Watering appropriately: Water the plant thoroughly when
the top inch of soil dries out, but allow the excess
water to drain.
Fertilizing regularly: Feed your Aglaia lawii with a
balanced  liquid  fertilizer  diluted  to  half  strength
during the growing season.

With  patience  and  consistent  care,  you  can  successfully
propagate Aglaia lawii and enjoy the rewarding experience of
creating a new generation of these lovely plants. Whether you
choose cuttings, air layering, or seeds, each method offers a
unique approach to expanding your plant collection and sharing
the joy of the “tree of happiness” with others.


