
How  to  Propagate  Alvaradoa
amorphoides

Taming the Mexican Mystery Tree: A
Guide  to  Propagating  Alvaradoa
amorphoides
The Alvaradoa amorphoides, known colloquially as the Mexican
Mystery Tree, is a fascinating and resilient species native to
the  Americas.  Boasting  lush,  fern-like  foliage  and  an
attractive growth habit, this semi-evergreen tree has started
to gain popularity in gardens around the world. If you’re
lucky enough to know someone with this beauty in their yard,
you might be wondering how to get your hands on one. Well, the
secret lies in successful propagation!

While Alvaradoa amorphoides can be a bit tricky to propagate,
don’t let that deter you. With a little patience and the right
techniques, you can successfully grow new specimens. Here’s a
comprehensive guide to help you navigate the process:

Method 1: Seed Propagation (The Patient Gardener’s Choice)

Seed  Collection:  The  Mexican  Mystery  Tree  produces
small, winged seeds. Collect them in the fall when the
seed capsules turn brown and begin to split open.
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Seed Preparation: Remove the wings and soak the seeds in
warm water for 24 hours to enhance germination rates.
Sowing: Sow the seeds in a well-draining seed starting
mix, barely covering them with soil.
Conditions:  Place  the  seed  tray  in  a  warm,  sunny
location and keep the soil consistently moist but not
waterlogged.
Germination  Time:  Be  patient!  Germination  can  take
anywhere from a few weeks to several months.

Method 2: Cutting Propagation (For the Eager Gardener)

Timing  is  Key:  Take  semi-hardwood  cuttings  in  late
spring  or  early  summer  when  the  plant  is  actively
growing.
Cutting Selection: Choose healthy, non-flowering stems
that are about 4-6 inches long.
Preparation: Remove the leaves from the lower half of
the cutting and wound the base slightly to expose the
cambium layer.
Rooting  Hormone  (Optional  but  Recommended):  Dip  the
wounded end in rooting hormone to encourage faster root
development.
Planting: Plant the cuttings in a well-draining potting
mix and water them in thoroughly.
Creating a Humid Environment: Cover the pot with a clear
plastic bag or use a propagation dome to create a warm,
humid environment that promotes rooting.
Root Development: It can take 4-8 weeks for roots to
develop. Check periodically for signs of new growth.

Transplanting Your Success:

Once your seedlings or cuttings have developed a robust root
system and show signs of healthy new growth, it’s time to
transplant them into larger pots or directly into the ground.
Remember to choose a sunny location with well-drained soil.



A Few Tips to Remember:

Patience is Key: Propagating Alvaradoa amorphoides can
be  a  slow  process,  especially  from  seed.  Don’t  be
discouraged if you don’t see results immediately.
Don’t Overwater: These trees are drought-tolerant and
susceptible to root rot if overwatered. Allow the soil
to dry slightly between waterings.
Provide Adequate Sunlight: Alvaradoa amorphoides thrives
in full sun to partial shade. Ensure your plants receive
adequate sunlight for optimal growth.

Propagating your own Mexican Mystery Tree may require some
effort, but the reward of seeing these unique trees flourish
in your garden is well worth the wait. So why not give it a
try? You might just discover a newfound love for the art of
plant propagation while adding a touch of mystery and beauty
to your outdoor space.


