
How  to  Propagate  Anthurium
acutangulum

Propagating the Lancet Anthurium: A
Gardener’s  Guide  to  Anthurium
acutangulum
Introduction:

Anthurium acutangulum, commonly known as the Lancet Anthurium,
is a captivating member of the Araceae family, prized for its
elegantly lanceolate, deep green leaves and its relatively
compact growth habit compared to some of its larger Anthurium
cousins. Its popularity among plant enthusiasts stems from its
striking foliage, which lends itself well to both modern and
traditional  interior  design  schemes.  While  not  as  readily
available  as  some  other  Anthurium  species,  the  Lancet
Anthurium  offers  a  unique  challenge  and  reward  for  the
dedicated  propagator.  Its  propagation,  while  not  always
straightforward, can be incredibly satisfying.

Seed Germination:

Currently,  there  are  no  known  reliable  methods  for  seed
germination propagation of Anthurium acutangulum. While the
plant  does  produce  seeds,  their  germination  rate  is
notoriously  low,  and  successful  propagation  through  this
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method is considered highly unreliable, even for experienced
growers.  Further  research  is  needed  to  determine  optimal
germination conditions for this species, if any exist.

Cuttings:

Challenges:  Anthurium  acutangulum  is  not  easily  propagated
from cuttings. The success rate is generally low due to the
slow rooting process and susceptibility to rot.

Practical  Tips:  Stem  cuttings,  taken  from  healthy,  mature
growth, offer the best chance of success. Cuttings should be
at least 4-6 inches long, taken just below a node. Remove
lower leaves to prevent rot and dip the cut end in a rooting
hormone powder before planting in a well-draining, sterile mix
of  perlite  and  peat  moss.  High  humidity  is  crucial;
propagation  under  a  humidity  dome  or  in  a  propagator  is
recommended. Maintain consistent warmth (around 75-80°F) and
indirect light. Rooting can take several months.

Rewards:  The  relatively  low  success  rate  emphasizes  the
satisfaction  of  achieving  successful  propagation  through
cuttings.  Successfully  rooted  cuttings  will  produce
genetically identical clones of the parent plant, preserving
desirable traits.

Division:

Challenges: Anthurium acutangulum does not readily lend itself
to division due to its compact root system and lack of easily
separable offshoots. Aggressive division can severely damage
the mother plant, potentially leading to its death.

Practical  Tips:  Division,  if  attempted,  should  only  be
considered  when  the  plant  is  quite  mature  and  has
significantly  expanded  its  root  system.  Careful  division,
preferably done during repotting, might allow the separation
of a few small sections with established roots. Each section
should be carefully planted into its own pot with a well-



draining medium.

Rewards: Successful division provides a quicker increase in
plant numbers compared to cuttings, offering a faster way to
expand your collection of this desirable species. However, the
risk of damaging the mother plant outweighs the benefits in
most cases.

Tissue Culture:

Challenges:  Tissue  culture  is  a  specialized  technique
requiring  sterile  conditions,  specialized  equipment,  and
specific plant growth regulators. Establishing a successful
protocol for Anthurium acutangulum would require considerable
research and experimentation.

Practical Tips: This method is best left to experienced tissue
culture  laboratories  or  dedicated  hobbyists  with  extensive
experience. Protocols would need to be developed to determine
optimal media, growth regulators, and sterilization methods.

Rewards: Tissue culture offers the potential for large-scale
propagation, allowing for rapid increase in plant numbers and
the production of disease-free plants.

Conclusion:

Propagating  Anthurium  acutangulum  presents  significant
challenges,  with  seed  germination  proving  unreliable  and
cuttings and division yielding limited success rates. Tissue
culture offers the most potential for large-scale propagation
but  requires  specialized  expertise  and  resources.  Despite
these  hurdles,  the  unique  aesthetic  appeal  of  the  Lancet
Anthurium  and  the  sense  of  accomplishment  derived  from
successfully propagating it make the effort worthwhile for
dedicated plant enthusiasts. Patience, attention to detail,
and a willingness to experiment are key to success. While
frustration  may  arise,  the  rewards  of  cultivating  these
beautiful plants outweigh the difficulty, making the journey a



genuinely enriching experience for the determined propagator.


