How to Propagate Asplenium
alatum

Unleash the Fern Power: How to
Easily Propagate Asplenium alatum

Asplenium alatum, also known as the “Winged Spleenwort”, is a
captivating fern with delicate, lacy fronds and a graceful,
cascading habit. This plant is a beautiful addition to any
home, and its propagation is surprisingly easy.

Whether you’re looking to expand your own fern collection or
gift a friend with a piece of your green oasis, learning to
propagate this enchanting plant is a rewarding experience.

Here's a step-by-step guide on how to successfully propagate
Asplenium alatum using the two most popular methods: spores
and division.

1. Propagation from Spores

While this method might seem intimidating, it’'s actually quite
fascinating.
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- Harvest the Spores: The tiny spores are located on the
underside of mature fronds, often clustered in brown,
elongated patches called sori. Carefully cut these
spore-filled fronds, letting them desiccate in a dry,
well-ventilated area for a few days. You’ll notice that
the spores will have released from their capsules.

- Prepare the Spore Medium: A mix of 50% peat moss, 50%
perlite, and a sprinkle of charcoal provides the ideal
environment for spore germination. Sterilize the soil
mix by microwaving it for a few minutes or baking it in
the oven at 350°F for 30 minutes.

= Sowing the Spores: Fill a small, shallow container with
the sterilized soil mix and lightly mist it with water.
Spread the spores thinly over the surface, ensuring
they’re evenly distributed. You can use a soft brush or
a piece of paper to help with this. Cover the container
with a clear plastic wrap or a glass lid, creating a
miniature greenhouse.

= Maintain Humidity: Place the container in a warm, bright
spot out of direct sunlight. Keep the soil consistently
moist by misting with water as needed. Be careful not to
disturb the spores.

- Patience is Key: Spore germination can take several
weeks, sometimes even months! Be patient and attentive
to your tiny fern seedlings. Once the seedlings have
several fronds, they can be carefully transplanted into
individual pots filled with a well-draining potting mix.

2. Propagation by Division

This method is simpler and faster than using spores and 1is
ideal for established plants.

= Choose the Right Plant: Select a healthy Asplenium
alatum plant with several crowns (where the new fronds
emerge from).

- Divide the Plant: Carefully remove the plant from its
pot. Gently loosen the soil around the roots and use a



sharp, clean knife or a pair of pruners to cautiously
divide the plant into sections. Each section should have
at least one healthy crown with a good root system.

- Repot the Divisions: Plant each division in a separate
pot with fresh, well-draining potting mix. Make sure the
crown sits just above the soil line.

 Water and Care: Immediately water the newly potted
divisions and place them in a shady location until
they’ve acclimated. Resume regular watering and care as
needed.

Tips for Success:

- Choose the Right Time: Spring and summer are the ideal
times for propagating Asplenium alatum.

- Maintain Optimal Temperature: Ferns thrive in warm
temperatures, ideally between 65°F and 75°F.

- Provide Humidity: Ferns love humidity. Misting the
leaves regularly will help them thrive.

= Avoid Direct Sunlight: Asplenium alatum prefers indirect
light, so keep it out of direct sunlight.

With patience and care, you can easily propagate your beloved
Asplenium alatum and enjoy its beauty and vibrant, lacy fronds
for years to come. Whether you choose spores or division, the
experience of nurturing new life is a rewarding journey that
connects you with the magic of nature.



