
Berteroa incana

Taming the Wildflower: Propagating
Hoary Alyssum (Berteroa incana)
Hoary alyssum (Berteroa incana), despite its somewhat dreary
common name, is a charming wildflower boasting delicate white
blooms that can add a touch of whimsical beauty to any garden.
While it can be considered invasive in some regions, learning
to propagate this resilient plant can allow you to control its
spread and enjoy its charm in a mindful manner.

Understanding the Plant:

Before diving into propagation, it’s important to understand
the life cycle of hoary alyssum. This annual plant completes
its life cycle within a single growing season. It readily
self-seeds,  which  contributes  to  its  potential  for
invasiveness.  However,  this  characteristic  also  makes
propagation  incredibly  straightforward.

Methods for Propagation:

1. Direct Sowing (Easiest Method):
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Timing: For best results, sow seeds directly into the
ground after the last frost in your region. This is
typically in early spring.
Location: Choose a location with full sun to partial
shade.  While  hoary  alyssum  tolerates  various  soil
conditions, well-drained soil is ideal.
Sowing:  Scatter  the  seeds  on  the  soil  surface  and
lightly rake them in, ensuring good soil contact.
Watering: Keep the soil consistently moist until the
seedlings emerge, which usually takes around 1-2 weeks.
Thinning: Once the seedlings are a few inches tall, thin
them  out  to  around  6-8  inches  apart  to  prevent
overcrowding.

2. Starting Indoors (For Earlier Blooms):

Timing: Sow seeds indoors 4-6 weeks before the last
expected frost.
Containers: Use seed trays or small pots filled with a
well-draining seed starting mix.
Sowing: Sow seeds individually in each cell or pot,
pressing them lightly into the soil.
Light:  Place  the  containers  in  a  bright  location,
preferably under grow lights.
Watering:  Keep  the  soil  consistently  moist  but  not
waterlogged.
Transplantation: Once the seedlings are large enough to
handle and the threat of frost has passed, harden them
off gradually by introducing them to outdoor conditions
for  increasingly  longer  periods  each  day.  Transplant
them to the garden, spacing them as you would for direct
sowing.

Additional Propagation Tips:

Collecting  Seeds:  You  can  easily  collect  seeds  from
existing plants. Once the flowers fade, small seed pods
will form. Allow them to dry on the plant, then collect



and store them in a cool, dry place.
Controlling Invasiveness: To prevent unwanted spreading,
deadhead  spent  blooms  regularly  to  prevent  seed
formation. Consider growing hoary alyssum in containers
or designated areas where it can be easily managed.

Enjoying Your Hoary Alyssum:

With  minimal  effort,  you  can  successfully  propagate  hoary
alyssum and enjoy its charming blooms. Whether you choose to
directly sow or start indoors, these methods will allow you to
cultivate  this  resilient  wildflower  and  add  a  touch  of
delicate beauty to your garden while maintaining control over
its spread.


