Biarum davisii

Unleashing the Dragon’s Tail:
Propagating the Unusual Beauty of
Biarum davisii

Have a soft spot for the strange and wonderful in the plant
world? Then allow us to introduce you to Biarum davisii, a
unique Mediterranean gem better known as the Dragon’s Tail!
This unusual aroid captivates with its intriguing, serpent-
like flower structure (spadix) that emerges before the
foliage, often shrouded in mystery as it peeks up from the
bare ground in autumn.

Perhaps you’'ve encountered this botanical oddity and are
wondering how to welcome more of its enigmatic charm into your
garden. While not as common as other aroids, propagating
Biarum davisii is achievable with a bit of patience. Let'’s
delve into two methods that hold the key to unlocking a
dragon’s hoard of new plants:

1. The Seeds of Potential: Propagating from Seed


https://propagate.one/how-to-propagate-biarum-davisii/

Biarum davisii often surprises gardeners with bright orange-
red berries after the dramatic bloom fades. These berries hold
the promise of new life — seeds! Here’s how to harness their
potential:

- Harvesting: Collect the berries when plump and ripe,
carefully extracting the seeds.

- Sowing: Patience is key with Biarum davisii. Sow the
seeds in a well-draining mix, like a cactus or succulent
blend. Keep the soil lightly moist and place the pot in
a warm, bright location out of direct sunlight.

= Germination: Be prepared to wait — germination can be
erratic, taking anywhere from a few weeks to several
months.

» Growth: Once germinated, provide consistent moisture and
allow the seedlings to develop a strong root system
before transplanting.

Important Note: Biarum davisii seeds have a short viability
period. Sow them as fresh as possible for the highest chances
of success.

2. Divide and Conquer: Propagating via Offsets

Over time, mature Biarum davisii plants form offsets or "pups"
— smaller plantlets that develop around the base of the parent
plant. This natural process presents a relatively easier
propagation route:

» Timing is Key: The optimal time to divide offsets is
during the plant’s dormant period, typically in late
summer or early fall.

- Gentle Separation: Carefully dig up the clump and gently
separate the offsets from the main plant. Ensure each
offset has a good root system attached.

= Potting Up: Plant the offsets individually in well-
draining soil, burying them at the same depth as they
were originally growing.



- Water and Care: Water thoroughly after potting and place
the new divisions in a shaded location. Resume regular
watering once signs of new growth appear.

A Note of Caution: Biarum davisii bulbs contain calcium
oxalates, which can irritate the skin. Wear gloves when
handling the plant and wash your hands thoroughly afterwards.

Cultivating Curiosity:

Whether you choose the path of seeds or offsets, propagating
Biarum davisii 1is a rewarding endeavor. It’s a chance to
witness the cycle of life firsthand and share the wonder of
this fascinating plant with fellow enthusiasts. So go ahead,
embrace the challenge, and unlock a dragon’s hoard of
botanical treasures in your own garden!



