
How  to  Propagate  Boykinia
lycoctonifolia

Unlocking the Secrets of Boykinia:
A  Guide  to  Propagating  This
Stunning Shade Plant
Boykinia  lycoctonifolia,  also  known  as  the  “Fringecup”  or
“Spreading Boykinia,” is a coveted shade plant adored for its
dramatic foliage and delicate flowers. While you can purchase
these beauties from nurseries, the joys of propagation allow
you  to  expand  your  garden  with  these  captivating  plants
effortlessly.  Ready  to  unlock  the  secrets  of  Boykinia
propagation?  Let’s  dive  in!

Methods of Propagation:

Boykinia  lycoctonifolia  lends  itself  well  to  two  primary
methods of propagation:

1. Division:

This  tried-and-true  method  involves  separating  established
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plants into smaller portions with roots intact. Here’s how:

Timing is key: Spring or autumn are the optimal times
for dividing Boykinia.
Preparation: Carefully dig up a mature plant. Gently
loosen the soil around the roots.
Division: Use a sharp, clean knife or shovel to divide
the plant into sections, ensuring each division has a
healthy cluster of roots.
Planting:  Replant  each  division  in  its  own  pot  or
directly in the garden, maintaining the same depth as
the original plant. Water thoroughly.

2. Stem Cuttings:

Taking stem cuttings is an excellent way to increase your
Boykinia stock. Here’s a step-by-step guide:

Timing: Late spring to early summer is ideal for stem
cuttings. Choose healthy, non-flowering stems.
Preparation: Cut 4-6 inch long sections from the stem,
removing any lower leaves.
Rooting:  Dip  the  cut  end  of  each  stem  in  rooting
hormone. Place in a pot filled with a rooting mix.
Care: Keep the cuttings moist and in a bright, indirect
light location. Be patient – rooting can take a few
weeks.
Transfer: Once roots are established, gently pot the
cuttings in their individual containers or directly in
the garden bed.

Tips for Success:

Choose the right soil: Boykinia prefers well-drained,
acidic soil. A good potting mix with added peat moss
will suit its needs.
Water wisely: Maintain consistent moisture, allowing the
soil surface to dry slightly between waterings.
Light conditions: Choose a shady spot but avoid full



shade. A dappled light location is perfect.
Protect from frost: In frost-prone areas, provide winter
mulch or bring potted plants indoors.

Beyond Propagation:

Growing Boykinia is a rewarding experience. This plant adds
beauty and vitality to any shady corner of your garden. With
its  vibrant  foliage  and  graceful  blooms,  it  attracts
pollinators  and  creates  a  lush,  natural  atmosphere.

Conclusion:

Propagating Boykinia lycoctonifolia is a rewarding journey,
offering  a  chance  to  grow  these  beautiful  plants  easily.
Embrace these techniques, nurture your new plants, and watch
them flourish in your garden. Soon, you’ll have ample Boykinia
to  create  stunning  shady  displays  and  share  with  fellow
gardening enthusiasts.


