
Casasia calophylla

Unveiling  the  Secrets  of
Propagation:  How  to  Grow  More
Casasia Calophylla
The Casasia calophylla, also known as the Seven-year Apple or
Pricklybush, is a captivating evergreen shrub treasured for
its glossy foliage, fragrant flowers, and unique, large fruit.
Native to Florida, the Caribbean, and Central America, this
tropical  beauty  adds  a  touch  of  exotic  charm  to  gardens
fortunate enough to host it. If you’re one of the lucky ones
with a thriving Casasia calophylla, you might wonder how to
cultivate more of this captivating plant. Fear not, plant
enthusiasts! This guide delves into the art of propagating
Casasia calophylla, unveiling the techniques to multiply your
verdant treasures.

The Two Pathways to Propagation:
While Casasia calophylla can be a bit particular about its
conditions, propagating this unique plant isn’t as daunting as
it might seem. There are two primary methods you can employ:
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1. Seed Propagation:

Collecting the Seeds: The journey begins with acquiring
viable seeds. The easiest way is to purchase them from
reputable nurseries or online suppliers. If you have a
fruiting Casasia calophylla, wait for the fruit to fully
ripen and turn yellow before extracting the seeds. Clean
off any remaining fruit pulp to prevent fungal growth.
Sowing the Seeds: Casasia calophylla seeds benefit from
a bit of pre-treatment. Soak them in warm water for 24
hours to soften the outer shell. Plant the seeds in a
well-draining seed starting mix, burying them about half
an inch deep. Water consistently, maintaining a slightly
moist environment.
Patience is Key: Be prepared to wait – germination for
Casasia calophylla can take anywhere from a few weeks to
a  couple  of  months.  To  create  a  warm  and  humid
environment,  consider  covering  the  seed  tray  with  a
humidity dome or plastic wrap. Once seedlings emerge and
have  a  couple  of  sets  of  true  leaves,  they  can  be
transplanted to individual pots.

2. Propagation from Cuttings:

Choosing the Right Cutting: For optimal success, select
healthy, semi-hardwood cuttings from new growth in late
spring or early summer. Ideally, each cutting should be
about 4 to 6 inches long with at least two nodes (the
bumps on the stem where leaves emerge).
Preparing the Cutting: Remove leaves from the bottom
inch  or  two  of  the  cutting.  To  encourage  root
development, dip the cut end in rooting hormone powder
(though not strictly necessary, it can increase success
rate).
Planting the Cutting: Insert the prepared cutting into a
pot filled with a well-draining rooting medium, such as
perlite or a mixture of peat moss and perlite. Keep the
medium consistently moist.
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Creating  a  Humid  Environment:  Just  like  with  seeds,
cuttings benefit from a warm, humid environment. Placing
a clear plastic bag over the pot will help to trap
moisture and create a mini greenhouse effect.
Transplanting:  In  several  weeks,  gently  tug  on  the
cutting to check for resistance, a good indication that
roots  are  forming.  Once  roots  are  well-established,
typically in a couple of months, the cutting can be
transplanted  to  a  larger  pot  or  directly  into  the
garden.

A Few Final Tips:
Location, Location, Location: Casasia calophylla thrives
in full sun to partial shade. Ensure your plant receives
at least 4-6 hours of direct sunlight daily.
Well-Drained  Soil  is  Essential:  This  plant  dislikes
soggy roots. Choosing a well-draining potting mix or
amending  the  garden  soil  with  organic  matter  will
contribute to its overall health and vigor.
Water  Wisely:  While  Casasia  calophylla  prefers  moist
soil, avoid overwatering. Allow the topsoil to dry out
slightly between watering sessions.

With  patience  and  a  bit  of  green-thumb  magic,  you  can
successfully  propagate  Casasia  calophylla,  expanding  your
collection of these enchanting evergreen shrubs. Enjoy the
beauty, the fragrance, and the unique allure of growing these
captivating plants from seed or cutting.


