
How  to  Propagate  Cinnamomum
tenuipile

From Seed to Spice: Unlocking the
Secrets  of  Propagating  Cinnamomum
tenuipile
For those who love the warm, comforting aroma of cinnamon, the
thought of growing your own cinnamon trees might be alluring.
Cinnamomum tenuipile, also known as “wild cinnamon” or “thin-
haired cinnamon,” is a fascinating species with potential for
both spice production and ornamental use in warmer climates.
But how do you go about turning a seed or cutting into a
thriving  cinnamon  tree?  Let’s  delve  into  the  world  of
propagating  Cinnamomum  tenuipile.

A Word on the Species:

Before  we  get  into  the  nitty-gritty  of  propagation,  it’s
important to understand a little about C. tenuipile itself.
This evergreen tree can reach impressive heights of 50 feet in
the wild, with beautiful, glossy leaves and fragrant bark.
While its cinnamon flavor is considered milder than the more
mainstream Cinnamomum verum, C. tenuipile is a captivating
species with its own unique charm.

Two Ways to Propagate: Seeds and Cuttings

Like many trees, C. tenuipile can be propagated using both
seeds and cuttings. Both methods have their own advantages and
disadvantages,  making  the  choice  dependent  on  personal
preference and available resources.

1. From Seed to Sapling:
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The Process:

Collecting Seeds: Harvest mature, dark brown fruits from
your tree or obtain them from a reliable source.
Seed Prep: Remove the fleshy pulp from the seed and soak
it in warm water for 24 hours before sowing. This helps
soften the outer coating and encourage germination.
Sowing Seeds: Use a well-draining seed starting mix and
sow the seeds about ¼ inch deep. Keep the soil moist and
in a warm, sunny location.
Germination:  Depending  on  conditions,  germination  can
take several weeks to a few months. Patience is key with
these seeds.

The Advantages:

More Affordable: Seeds are a relatively inexpensive way
to start your own cinnamon tree.
Genetic Diversity: Seed-grown trees are more likely to
exhibit a diverse range of traits, making them ideal for
experimentation and finding unique individuals.

The Disadvantages:

Slow Growth: Seeds take longer to mature than cuttings
and may not produce cinnamon bark for several years.
Unknown Traits: The offspring of seed-grown trees might
not  inherit  the  exact  characteristics  of  the  parent
plant.

2. From Cutting to Cinnamon:

The Process:

Cuttings: Take 6-8 inch cuttings from healthy, semi-
hardwood stems in late summer or early fall.
Prep Cuttings: Remove leaves from the bottom 2-3 inches
and dip the cut end in rooting hormone to encourage root
development.
Propagation: Plant the cuttings in a rooting medium like



vermiculite  or  perlite,  keeping  the  soil  moist  and
shaded.
Rooting: Roots usually develop within a few weeks, but
it’s best to wait several months before transplanting to
ensure a strong root system.

The Advantages:

Faster  Growth:  Cuttings  can  start  producing  cinnamon
bark faster than seed-grown trees.
Guaranteed  Characteristics:  Cuttings  maintain  the
genetic makeup of the parent tree, ensuring you get a
tree with desirable traits.

The Disadvantages:

Limited  Availability:  Depending  on  your  location,
obtaining  fresh  C.  tenuipile  cuttings  might  be
challenging.
Higher Costs: Cutlings from reputable sources can be
more expensive than seeds.

A Little Care Goes a Long Way:

No matter which propagation method you choose, success depends
on  providing  your  new  cinnamon  trees  with  adequate  care.
Choose a well-drained, sunny spot, keep the soil consistently
moist, and protect your young sapling from extreme weather
conditions.

In Conclusion:

Propagating  your  own  Cinnamomum  tenuipile  is  a  rewarding
experience that allows you to connect with nature and grow a
unique spice. Whether you opt for seeds or cuttings, remember
that patience and proper care are key to your success.


