
How to Propagate Clerodendrum
kinabaluense

From  Single  Stem  to  Lush  Garden:
Propagating the Exotic Clerodendrum
Kinabaluense
Do  you  have  a  soft  spot  for  rare  beauties?  Then  the
Clerodendrum  kinabaluense,  also  known  as  the  Kinabalu
Glorybower, might just be the plant for you. Its vibrant red
blooms and foliage that shimmers silver under the sunlight are
a sight to behold. But finding this tropical treasure might be
a challenge, especially if your local garden center doesn’t
have it in stock.

The good news is, you can easily grow your very own Kinabalu
Glorybower from cuttings! This article will guide you through
the simple and rewarding process of propagating this stunning
plant.

Understanding Clerodendrum Kinabaluense:
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Native to Mount Kinabalu in Malaysian Borneo, the Clerodendrum
kinabaluense thrives in warm, humid environments. It prefers
well-drained soil and ample sunlight, making it an exceptional
choice for container gardening in temperate regions.

Propagating the Kinabalu Glorybower: A Step-by-Step Guide:

The best time to take cuttings is during the growing season,
typically  in  spring  or  summer  when  the  plant  is  actively
producing new growth. Here’s what you’ll need:

Sharp, clean knife or scissors: To ensure a clean cut
and prevent disease.
Rooting hormone (optional): To promote root development.
Potting mix: A well-draining mix, such as a peat-based
mix or a mix of peat moss and perlite, is ideal.
Clear plastic bag or humidity dome: To create a humid
environment for the cuttings.

How to take cuttings:

Select healthy stems: Choose non-flowering stems that1.
are about 4-6 inches long and contain a few nodes (the
areas where leaves grow from).
Make a clean cut: Using a sharp knife or scissors, make2.
a cut just below a node at a 45-degree angle.
Remove lower leaves: Remove the leaves directly below3.
the cut, leaving a few leaves at the top of the cutting.
Dip  in  rooting  hormone  (optional):  If  using  rooting4.
hormone, dip the cut end of the stem into the powder.
Plant the cutting: Fill a small pot with potting mix,5.
make a small hole, and gently insert the cutting. Water
thoroughly.
Create a humid environment: Cover the pot with a clear6.
plastic bag or humidity dome to retain moisture and
prevent the leaves from drying out.
Place in a warm, bright location: The cutting needs7.
indirect sunlight for optimal growth. Keep the pot away
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from drafts and excessive heat.
Maintain moisture: Keep the soil slightly moist but not8.
soggy.
Patience is key: The process can take several weeks, so9.
be patient. New root growth will usually appear within
4-6  weeks.  Once  you  see  new  growth,  you  can  slowly
acclimate the cutting to outdoor conditions.

Tips for Success:

Timing is key: Propagating during the warmer months when
the  plant  is  actively  growing  increases  the  success
rate.
Use a sharp knife: Clean cuts help prevent disease and
promote root growth.
Don’t  over  water:  Keep  the  soil  moist  but  avoid
overwatering, as this can lead to rot.
Monitor for pests and diseases: Be sure to check for
pests  and  diseases  regularly  and  deal  with  them
promptly.

Enjoy your new plant!

Propagating  the  Kinabalu  Glorybower  can  be  incredibly
rewarding, allowing you to cultivate a unique and stunning
plant with your own hands. With careful attention and a little
patience, you can watch your cutting transform into a thriving
plant, bringing vibrant red beauty to your home or garden.


