
How  to  Propagate  Collinsia
corymbosa

Propagating Collinsia corymbosa: A
Gardener’s Guide to the Blue-Eyed
Mary
Introduction:

Collinsia corymbosa, commonly known as Blue-Eyed Mary, is a
charming annual wildflower prized for its delicate, vibrant
blooms. Its cheerful, two-lipped flowers, often exhibiting a
striking combination of purple, blue, and white, make it a
delightful addition to gardens, particularly those aiming for
a  naturalistic  or  cottage  garden  aesthetic.  While  its
relatively  short  lifespan  (annual)  might  seem  limiting,
successful  propagation  ensures  year-after-year  enjoyment  of
this  captivating  plant.  Its  ease  of  propagation  via  some
methods  makes  it  a  rewarding  challenge  for  gardeners  of
varying skill levels.

Seed Germination:

Seed germination for Collinsia corymbosa is a viable method,
offering the reward of genetic diversity and the potential for
significant  propagation  numbers.  However,  it  presents  some
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challenges.  Blue-Eyed  Mary  seeds  benefit  from  cold
stratification.  This  process  mimics  the  natural  winter
conditions  the  seeds  experience  before  germination.  To
stratify, mix seeds with moist vermiculite or peat moss in a
sealed  container  and  refrigerate  for  4-6  weeks.  Sow  the
stratified seeds in a seed tray filled with well-draining
seed-starting mix, covering them lightly with soil. Maintain
consistently  moist  (but  not  waterlogged)  conditions  and  a
temperature  around  65-70°F  (18-21°C).  Germination  typically
occurs  within  2-4  weeks.  Challenges  include  ensuring
consistent  moisture  without  promoting  fungal  growth  and
maintaining optimal temperature for germination. The reward,
however, is the ability to cultivate numerous plants from a
small amount of seed, maintaining genetic variability within
your population.

Cuttings:

Currently, there are no known reliable methods for propagating
Collinsia  corymbosa  from  cuttings.  Softwood  or  hardwood
cuttings have not shown consistent success in rooting, likely
due to the plant’s annual nature and its reliance on seed
production for propagation.

Division:

Division is not a viable propagation method for Collinsia
corymbosa. As an annual plant, it completes its life cycle
within  a  single  growing  season  and  doesn’t  produce  the
rhizomes or other structures suitable for division.

Tissue Culture:

Tissue  culture  propagation  of  Collinsia  corymbosa  is
technically possible but is generally not practical for the
home gardener. This method requires specialized equipment, a
sterile  environment,  and  considerable  expertise  in  plant
tissue culture techniques. While it could offer large-scale
propagation  potential,  the  substantial  setup  costs  and
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technical  proficiency  needed  make  it  impractical  for  most
hobbyists.

Conclusion:

Propagating Collinsia corymbosa presents a unique blend of
challenges and rewards. While cuttings and division are not
viable  options,  seed  germination  provides  a  relatively
straightforward path to successful propagation, offering the
significant  advantage  of  genetic  diversity.  The  challenges
primarily lie in mastering the cold stratification process and
maintaining optimal germination conditions, but the sight of
numerous  Blue-Eyed  Mary  seedlings  emerging  is  a  rewarding
experience.  Tissue  culture  remains  a  specialized  option
suitable for large-scale production or research purposes. The
effort invested in propagating this charming wildflower is
handsomely  repaid  by  its  vibrant  blooms  and  the  deep
satisfaction of bringing this little beauty into your garden,
year after year. Don’t let the initial hurdles deter you; with
a little patience and attention to detail, you too can enjoy
the abundant beauty of Collinsia corymbosa.


