
How to Propagate Cornus alba

Multiply  Your  Magic:  A  Guide  to
Propagating  Red  Twig  Dogwood
(Cornus alba)
The Red Twig Dogwood, with its vibrant crimson stems and lush
green foliage, is a showstopper in any garden. But did you
know that you can easily multiply this beauty and create a
stunning  landscape  filled  with  these  vibrant  shrubs?
Propagating Cornus alba is surprisingly straightforward, even
for beginner gardeners. Let’s explore the best methods to grow
more of this garden favorite.

Understanding the Timing:

While Cornus alba can be propagated throughout the year using
different techniques, some seasons offer higher success rates.

Late Fall to Early Spring (Hardwood Cuttings): This is
the prime time for taking hardwood cuttings, utilizing
dormant stems for propagation.
Late Spring to Early Summer (Softwood Cuttings): As the
plant enters its active growing phase, softwood cuttings
taken from new growth have a good chance of rooting.

Propagation Methods:
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1. Hardwood Cuttings:

When:  Late  fall  to  early  spring,  when  the  plant  is
dormant.
How:

Select  healthy,  pencil-thick  stems  from  the1.
previous year’s growth.
Cut sections 6-8 inches long, making a clean cut2.
just below a leaf node.
Remove  leaves  from  the  bottom  third  of  the3.
cutting.
Dip the cut end in rooting hormone (optional but4.
beneficial).
Plant the cuttings in a pot filled with a well-5.
draining potting mix, burying at least a third of
the stem.
Water thoroughly and keep the soil consistently6.
moist.

Tips:
Choose  stems  that  are  straight  and  free  of
disease.
Label your cuttings to avoid confusion later on.

2. Softwood Cuttings:

When: Late spring to early summer, during active growth.
How:

Choose  healthy,  non-flowering  stems  with  new1.
growth.
Cut sections 4-6 inches long, making a clean cut2.
just below a leaf node.
Remove the lower leaves, leaving only 2-3 pairs at3.
the top.
Dip the cut end in rooting hormone.4.
Plant the cuttings in a pot filled with a well-5.
draining potting mix.
Cover the pot with a plastic bag or humidity dome6.
to create a warm, humid environment.



Tips:
Mist  the  cuttings  regularly  to  maintain  high
humidity.
Ensure the potting mix remains evenly moist but
not waterlogged.

3. Layering:

When: Spring
How:

Select a low-growing, flexible branch.1.
Wound the branch slightly by making a small cut or2.
scraping the bark.
Bury the wounded section of the branch in the3.
soil, leaving the tip exposed.
Anchor  the  branch  in  place  with  a  rock  or4.
landscape pin.

Tips:
Keep the soil consistently moist.
Roots should develop within a few months. Once
rooted, carefully separate the new plant from the
parent.

Caring for Your New Plants:

Once  your  cuttings  or  layers  show  signs  of  new  growth,
congratulations! You’ve successfully propagated your Red Twig
Dogwood.  Continue  to  water  regularly  and  provide  bright,
indirect light. Gradually acclimate them to outdoor conditions
before transplanting them to their permanent location in the
garden.

With a bit of patience and care, you can easily multiply your
Red Twig Dogwood and enjoy its vibrant beauty for years to
come. So, get your gardening gloves on, and embrace the magic
of propagation!


