
Cotoneaster cooperi

Multiplying the Magic: Propagating
Your Cotoneaster cooperi
Cotoneaster cooperi, with its cascading branches and vibrant
berries,  brings  year-round  beauty  to  gardens.  If  you’re
enchanted by this hardy shrub and want to expand its presence
in your landscape (without breaking the bank), propagation is
the answer!

Propagation, the process of creating new plants from existing
ones, might sound intimidating, but it’s simpler than you
think. With Cotoneaster cooperi, you have two main methods at
your disposal: cuttings and seeds.

1. Cuttings: A Faster Path to New Growth

Taking cuttings is the most popular method for propagating
Cotoneaster  cooperi,  and  for  good  reason.  It’s  relatively
quick,  straightforward,  and  yields  plants  genetically
identical  to  the  parent.  Here’s  how  to  do  it:

Timing is Key: The best time for taking cuttings is late
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spring  to  early  summer,  when  the  plant  is  actively
growing.
Choose Your Cuttings: Look for healthy, non-flowering
shoots about 4-6 inches long. Use a sharp, clean knife
or pruning shears to make a cut just below a leaf node
(where the leaf joins the stem).
Prepare the Cuttings: Remove the lower leaves from the
cutting, leaving only 2-3 leaves at the top.
Hormone Help (Optional): Dipping the cut end in rooting
hormone powder can increase success rates, though it’s
not essential.
Planting: Fill a pot with a well-draining potting mix.
Make a hole in the mix with a pencil and gently insert
the cutting, burying at least one node.
Create a Humid Environment: Water the cutting well and
cover the pot with a clear plastic bag or a propagator
lid to create a humid environment.
Patience and Care: Place the pot in a bright location
out of direct sunlight. Keep the soil consistently moist
but not soggy.
Success: In several weeks, your cutting should start
developing  roots.  Once  you  see  new  growth,  you  can
transplant it to a larger pot or directly into your
garden.

2. Seeds: An Adventure in Patience

Propagating Cotoneaster cooperi from seeds is a bit more time-
consuming and less predictable than cuttings. However, it can
be a fun experiment and a rewarding experience, especially if
you enjoy the journey of plant growth from the very beginning.

Collect  and  Clean:  Collect  ripe  berries  from  your
Cotoneaster cooperi in the fall. Extract the seeds and
clean off any pulp.
Stratification Simulation: Cotoneaster seeds require a
period  of  cold  stratification  to  germinate.  You  can
mimic this by storing the seeds in a moist paper towel



inside a sealed plastic bag in your refrigerator for 2-3
months.
Sowing Time: In late winter or early spring, sow the
seeds in seed starting trays filled with seed starting
mix, covering them lightly with soil.
Light and Warmth: Provide bottom heat with a seedling
mat and place the tray in a bright location out of
direct sunlight.
Germination: Be prepared to wait, as germination can be
erratic and may take several weeks.
Transplanting: Once the seedlings have a few sets of
true leaves, you can transplant them into individual
pots or directly into your garden.

A Few Final Tips

Well-Draining Soil: Cotoneaster cooperi thrives in well-
drained soil, both in pots and garden beds.
Sun or Partial Shade: This adaptable shrub tolerates a
range of light conditions, from full sun to part shade.
Regular Watering (While Establishing): While established
plants  are  relatively  drought-tolerant,  young  plants
need  regular  watering  until  their  roots  become
established.

Propagating your own Cotoneaster cooperi is a rewarding way to
expand  your  garden  and  deepen  your  connection  with  this
endearing plant. So, grab your gardening gloves and experience
the magic of plant propagation!
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