
Cyathea schiedeana

Unlocking the Secrets of the Tree
Fern:  Propagating  Cyathea
schiedeana
The Cyathea schiedeana, known for its majestic fronds and
prehistoric charm, is a true statement piece in any garden or
home.  While  acquiring  a  mature  specimen  is  one  route,
successfully propagating your own tree fern offers a unique
satisfaction and connection with this fascinating plant. But
be warned, it’s not for the faint of heart! Let’s delve into
the intriguing methods for propagating Cyathea schiedeana.

Understanding the Challenges

Unlike many plants that readily sprout from cuttings or seeds,
tree  ferns  present  a  unique  challenge.  Their  propagation
relies  primarily  on  spores,  microscopic  specks  of  genetic
material that require specific conditions to germinate.

Method 1: Spore Propagation – A Test of Patience

Harvesting  Spores:  Mature  fronds  on  your  Cyathea
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schiedeana will develop sori, small brown structures, on
the undersides. When these sori readily release a dusty
powder,  it’s  time  to  collect.  Carefully  scrape  the
spores onto a clean sheet of paper.
Preparing the Spore Bed: You need a sterile and humid
environment. Fill a shallow tray with a mix of peat moss
and perlite, moisten thoroughly, and sterilize by baking
in the oven at a low temperature or pouring boiling
water over the mix.
Sowing the Spores: Lightly dust the spores onto the
surface of your prepared bed. Don’t bury them!
Creating a Mini Greenhouse: Seal the tray in a clear
plastic bag or cover with a propagator lid to maintain
high humidity. Place it in a brightly lit area, out of
direct sunlight.
The Waiting Game: Germination can take anywhere from a
few weeks to several months. Be patient, and don’t let
the medium dry out. You’ll first see a green, mossy
growth (the prothallus), which will eventually develop
into tiny fernlets.
Transplanting: Once the fernlets are large enough to
handle, carefully transplant them into individual pots
filled with a well-draining potting mix.

Method 2: Offsets – Finding Hidden Treasures

Occasionally, Cyathea schiedeana produces offsets, or "pups,"
at the base of the main trunk. These smaller ferns offer a
slightly faster propagation method:

Identifying & Separating: Look for healthy offsets with
their own root systems. Carefully separate them from the
parent plant using a sharp, sterilized knife.
Potting  the  Offsets:  Plant  each  offset  in  a  well-
draining potting mix, burying the base slightly. Keep
the soil consistently moist and provide bright, indirect
light.



Caring for Your New Ferns

Whether  you’re  nurturing  spore-grown  ferns  or  offsets,
consistent care is key. Cyathea schiedeana thrives in a humid
environment with well-draining soil. Avoid letting the soil
dry out completely, and consider misting your ferns regularly.
Keep them out of direct sunlight, as this can scorch their
delicate fronds.

The Rewards of Patience

Propagating  Cyathea  schiedeana  is  a  rewarding,  albeit
challenging,  endeavor.  While  it  requires  patience  and
dedication, the sight of your very own tree fern unfurling its
fronds makes the journey worthwhile. Just remember to provide
the right conditions and a little TLC, and you’ll be rewarded
with a piece of living prehistory gracing your space.


