
How  to  Propagate  Delosperma
asperulum

Multiply  Your  Miniature  Desert
Jewels:  Propagating  Delosperma
Asperulum
Delosperma asperulum, with its carpet of vibrant pink flowers
and intriguing succulent foliage, is a sight to behold. This
hardy, low-growing groundcover, also known as the Ice Plant,
is a favorite for rock gardens, borders, and even container
displays.  But  did  you  know  that  sharing  the  beauty  of
Delosperma asperulum with friends is as easy as snipping a
stem?  Let’s  delve  into  the  simple  yet  rewarding  world  of
propagating this miniature desert jewel.

Two Roads to Propagation Success

Delosperma asperulum offers two main methods of propagation –
cuttings and seeds. Both are relatively straightforward, each
with its own advantages:

1. Cuttings: The Faster Route to New Plants

Taking  cuttings  is  the  most  common  and  fastest  way  to
propagate Delosperma asperulum. This method guarantees you’ll
get a plant genetically identical to the parent. Here’s how
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it’s done:

Timing: The optimal time for taking cuttings is during
the plant’s active growing season, ideally in spring or
early summer.
Making  the  Cut:  Select  healthy,  non-flowering  stems
about 3-4 inches long. Use a clean, sharp knife or pair
of pruning shears to make a clean cut just below a leaf
node.
Prepping the Cuttings: Remove the lower leaves from the
stem, leaving a couple of leaves at the top. Allow the
cuttings to callous over for a day or two in a shaded,
dry area. This helps prevent rot.
Planting: Prepare small pots filled with a well-draining
potting mix specifically formulated for succulents and
cacti. Dip the calloused end of the cutting in rooting
hormone (optional but beneficial) and gently insert it
into the soil.
Care  and  Patience:  Water  the  cuttings  sparingly  and
place  them  in  a  bright  location,  but  out  of  direct
sunlight. In a few weeks, you should start to see new
growth, indicating successful rooting.

2. Seeds: Embracing the Element of Surprise

While  slightly  slower  than  cuttings,  growing  Delosperma
asperulum from seed allows for a bit more adventure. Keep in
mind, however, that plants grown from seed might not exhibit
the same characteristics as the parent plant.

Sourcing  Seeds:  You  can  collect  seeds  from  existing
plants once the flowers have faded or purchase them from
reputable suppliers.
Sowing the Seeds: In spring, fill a seed tray or small
pots with a well-draining seed starting mix. Sprinkle
the seeds over the surface and gently press them in.
Creating the Right Environment: Lightly mist the soil
and cover the tray with a plastic dome or wrap to create



a  humid  environment.  Place  it  in  a  warm,  bright
location,  out  of  direct  sunlight.
Germination: Be patient! Delosperma asperulum seeds can
take anywhere from a few weeks to a couple of months to
germinate.
Transplanting: Once the seedlings have developed a few
sets of true leaves, they can be carefully transplanted
into individual pots.

Key Tips for Success

No matter which propagation method you choose, keep these
pointers in mind:

Well-Draining Soil: Delosperma asperulum is susceptible
to root rot if the soil remains soggy. Always use a
well-draining potting mix.
Watering Wisely: These succulents are drought-tolerant,
so water only when the soil is completely dry to the
touch.
Plenty of Light: Delosperma asperulum thrives in bright
light. Aim for at least 6 hours of indirect sunlight per
day.

Propagating  Delosperma  asperulum  is  a  truly  gratifying
experience.  With  a  little  time  and  care,  you  can  easily
multiply your collection and share these delightful miniature
desert jewels with family and friends.


