
Dictamnus albus

Taming  the  Burning  Bush:
Propagating Dictamnus Albus
The Dictamnus albus, more romantically known as the burning
bush, gas plant, or dittany, is a captivating addition to any
garden.  This  enchanting  perennial  boasts  fragrant  flowers
ranging from delicate pink to pure white, held aloft on sturdy
stems above lemon-scented foliage. But the real magic happens
on warm summer evenings when the plant releases a volatile,
flammable oil, earning it the name "burning bush".

While this fiery nature might seem intimidating, don’t let it
scare you away from enjoying the unique beauty of Dictamnus
albus.  Propagating  this  alluring  plant  is  a  rewarding
endeavor, and with a little patience and the right techniques,
you can welcome more of these captivating beauties into your
garden.

Seed  Propagation:  Welcoming  the  Flame
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from Scratch
Propagating Dictamnus albus from seed is an exciting journey,
albeit one that requires a touch of patience. Here’s how you
can do it:

Harvesting Seeds: Collect ripe seed pods in late summer1.
or  early  fall,  identifiable  by  their  brown,  papery
appearance.  Be  cautious  not  to  damage  the  plant’s
volatile oils when collecting.
Sowing: Sow seeds outdoors in fall or early spring,2.
directly into well-drained soil. The seeds need a period
of cold stratification to germinate, meaning exposure to
cold and moist conditions for a few weeks is crucial.
Patience  is  Key:  Germination  can  be  erratic,  taking3.
anywhere from a few weeks to several months. Keep the
soil consistently moist but not waterlogged.
Transplanting:  Once  seedlings  are  large  enough  to4.
handle,  transplant  them  to  individual  pots  or  their
permanent location in the garden.

Division: Sharing the Flame with Careful
Hands
Dividing  established  Dictamnus  albus  plants  is  another
effective propagation method, best undertaken in early spring
or fall:

Prepare the Plant: Water the plant thoroughly a day or1.
two before division to minimize stress.
Divide Carefully: Dig up the plant carefully, ensuring2.
you get as much of the root system as possible. Using a
sharp knife or spade, divide the plant into sections,
each with healthy roots and shoots.
Replanting: Replant the divisions immediately in well-3.
prepared soil, ensuring they are at the same depth they
were previously growing.



Water Wisely: Water thoroughly after replanting and keep4.
the soil consistently moist until the divisions show
signs of new growth.

Root Cuttings: A More Advanced Approach
For experienced gardeners, propagating Dictamnus albus from
root cuttings offers another intriguing option:

Timing is Crucial: Take root cuttings in late winter or1.
early spring before new growth emerges.
Prepare the Cuttings: Carefully unearth a section of the2.
plant’s  outer  root  system.  Choose  healthy  roots,
approximately pencil-thick, and cut them into 2-3 inch
sections.
Hormone Boost (Optional): While not essential, dipping3.
the cut ends in rooting hormone can encourage faster
root development.
Potting Time: Plant the cuttings horizontally in a tray4.
filled with a well-draining seed starting mix, ensuring
the top edge of the cutting is just below the soil
surface.
Patience and Care: Place the tray in a warm, bright5.
location  but  out  of  direct  sunlight.  Keep  the  soil
consistently moist, and within a few weeks, you should
see new shoots emerging.

Enjoy the Rewards of your Labor
No matter which method you choose, propagating Dictamnus albus
is a rewarding experience. The knowledge that you have helped
these beauties multiply in your garden, adding their unique
charm and fiery spirit, is a gardener’s ultimate satisfaction.


