
How  to  Propagate  Diospyros
buxifolia

From Tiny Seed to Lush Landscape:
Propagating the “Black Olive” Tree
(Diospyros buxifolia)
The  “Black  Olive”  tree  (Diospyros  buxifolia),  with  its
striking dark foliage and unique, fruit-like leaves, is a
stunning addition to any garden. But what if you could create
your own lush landscape by propagating this beautiful tree?
It’s easier than you might think!

This small, slow-growing tree is a delight for gardeners,
boasting  a  charming  character  that  brings  a  touch  of  the
Mediterranean to any setting. And the best part? It can be
easily propagated using both seeds and cuttings.

Growing from Seed:

The  “Black  Olive”  tree  readily  produces  seed,  offering  a
wonderful  opportunity  for  propagation.  Here’s  how  to  get
started:

Collect the Seeds: After the fruit matures, gather the1.
seeds and remove the fleshy pulp. Rinse them thoroughly
to ensure no residue remains.
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Stratification: This important step mimics the natural2.
conditions that encourage seed germination. Place the
seeds  in  a  sealed  plastic  bag  filled  with  damp
vermiculite  or  peat  moss  and  store  them  in  the
refrigerator  for  6-8  weeks.

Sowing: Once the stratification period is complete, sow3.
the seeds in individual pots containing well-draining
potting mix. Cover the seeds with about ¼ inch of soil
and keep them consistently moist.

Germination: Germination can take anywhere from a few4.
weeks to several months, so patience is key. Keep the
seedlings in a bright, indirect location and water them
consistently.

Cutting Propagation:

This technique offers a faster method for propagating the
“Black  Olive”  tree,  allowing  you  to  achieve  a  new  plant
quicker than with seeds.

Timing  is  Everything:  Take  cuttings  during  the  late1.
spring  or  early  summer  when  the  plant  is  actively
growing. Choose healthy, semi-hardwood stems from the
current year’s growth.

Preparing  the  Cuttings:  Using  sharp,  clean  pruning2.
shears, make a cut just below a node (the point where
leaves emerge). Remove the leaves from the bottom 2
inches of the stem and dip the base of the cutting in
rooting hormone powder.

Planting  the  Cuttings:  Insert  the  cuttings  into3.
individual pots filled with a sterile rooting mix. Water
them thoroughly and cover them with a plastic dome or
bag to create a humid environment that promotes rooting.

Patience  and  Care:  Keep  the  cutting  container  in  a4.



bright, indirect location and maintain a warm, humid
atmosphere. Rooting can take several weeks to several
months, but with a little patience, your cuttings will
develop strong roots and eventually establish themselves
as independent plants.

Tips for Success:

Choose the Right Spot: “Black Olive” trees thrive in
full sun to partial shade environments with well-drained
soil.
Provide  Adequate  Water:  Maintain  consistent  moisture
levels, but avoid overwatering as it can lead to root
rot.
Regular Pruning: Encourage dense growth and shape by
pruning the trees regularly.
Protect from Frost: If you live in a frosty region,
consider bringing your young trees indoors or offering
them winter protection.

Whether you choose the seed or cutting method, propagating the
“Black  Olive”  tree  offers  a  rewarding  horticultural
experience. With a little care and attention, you can enjoy
the beauty of this unique tree in your own garden for years to
come.


