
Duguetia longicuspis

Unlocking  the  Secrets  of  the
Duguetia Longicuspis: A Propagation
Guide
The Duguetia longicuspis, also known as the "Annona de Pobre,"
is a fascinating fruit tree native to the rainforests of South
America.  While  not  as  widely  known  as  its  cousin  the
Cherimoya,  this  tropical  beauty  boasts  incredibly  aromatic
fruits with a creamy, custard-like texture. Intrigued? Then
you might be excited to learn about propagating this exotic
tree and welcoming its unique charm to your own garden.

Before we dive into the how-to, it’s important to understand
that D. longicuspis can be a bit of a diva when it comes to
propagation. Its seeds are notoriously slow to germinate, and
cuttings  can  be  fussy  to  root.  But  don’t  despair!  With
patience and the right techniques, success is achievable.

Method 1: Seed Propagation (The Test of Patience)

Source your seeds: Getting your hands on D. longicuspis
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seeds can be the first hurdle. Look for reputable online
vendors  specializing  in  exotic  fruits,  or  if  you’re
lucky enough to live in a region where it grows, try
your local nurseries.
Prepare for germination: The key to success lies in
mimicking  the  natural  environment  of  the  rainforest.
Soak the seeds in warm water for 24-48 hours to soften
the outer shell. Plant them in a well-draining seed
starting mix, burying them about an inch deep.
Create a humid environment: D. longicuspis seeds love
humidity. Cover the pots with a plastic bag or place
them in a propagator to create a mini greenhouse effect.
Be patient: Germination can take anywhere from a few
weeks to several months. Make sure to keep the soil
consistently moist but not waterlogged.

Method  2:  Propagation  from  Cuttings  (For  the  Adventurous
Gardener)

Propagating D. longicuspis from cuttings is a faster method,
but it requires a bit more finesse.

Timing is key: Take cuttings in the early morning during
the growing season when the plant’s energy is at its
peak.
Select healthy cuttings: Look for semi-hardwood cuttings
from the current year’s growth. These will be slightly
flexible but not overly soft.
Wound and hormone treatment: Remove the leaves from the
lower portion of the cutting and make a small wound at
the base to encourage root development. Dip the wounded
end in rooting hormone powder.
Plant and provide humidity: Plant the cuttings in a
well-draining potting mix and enclose them in a humidity
dome or plastic bag.
Monitor and care: Keep the cuttings in a warm, bright
location out of direct sunlight. Monitor moisture levels
and mist regularly to maintain humidity. Rooting can



take several weeks to a couple of months.

Nurturing Your Duguetia Longicuspis

Once your new D. longicuspis plants are established, whether
from  seed  or  cutting,  they  require  similar  care.  These
tropical  beauties  thrive  in  warm,  humid  environments  with
dappled sunlight. They prefer fertile, well-draining soil and
regular watering.

While it may take some time and dedication to propagate D.
longicuspis,  the  reward  of  enjoying  its  unique,  flavorful
fruit makes the journey well worth the effort. So go forth,
embrace the challenge, and savor the satisfaction of growing
this rare and delightful tropical treasure!


