
How  to  Propagate
Elaphoglossum styriacum

Unveiling  the  Secrets  of
Elaphoglossum  styriacum
Propagation:  A  Fern  Enthusiast’s
Guide
Elaphoglossum styriacum, the striking Tongue Fern with its
leathery, undivided fronds, is a captivating addition to any
plant collection. However, finding this epiphytic fern at your
local nursery can prove challenging. Fear not, fellow fern
enthusiasts,  for  we’re  about  to  delve  into  the  art  of
propagating Elaphoglossum styriacum, empowering you to expand
your collection and share the joy of these unique plants.

Understanding the Basics

Before we embark on our propagation journey, it’s crucial to
understand that Elaphoglossum styriacum reproduces differently
than most ferns. They don’t rely on spores but rather utilize
two primary methods:
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Plantlets: These miniature fern replicas often sprout1.
directly on the fronds, eventually developing their own
roots.
Rhizome  Division:  This  technique  involves  carefully2.
separating  sections  of  the  fern’s  underground  stem
(rhizome), each with its own growth point.

Method 1: The Art of Plantlet Propagation

Nature offers us a helping hand with plantlet propagation.
Carefully  observe  your  mature  Elaphoglossum  styriacum  for
small plantlets emerging from the fronds’ surface. Once these
mini-me ferns develop a few roots (about 1-2 cm long), they
are ready for separation.

Here’s how:

Prepare your station: Gather a sharp, sterilized blade1.
or pair of scissors, a small pot, and a well-draining
potting mix suitable for epiphytes. A mix of sphagnum
moss, perlite, and orchid bark works well.
Separate the plantlet: Gently detach the plantlet from2.
the parent frond, ensuring you retain some of its root
system.
Potting time: Position the plantlet in the prepared pot,3.
gently pressing the potting mix around its base.
Create a humid environment: Place the potted plantlet in4.
a  brightly  lit  location,  away  from  direct  sunlight.
Covering the pot with a clear plastic bag or cloche will
help maintain humidity and encourage root establishment.
Patience is key: Keep the soil consistently moist but5.
not soggy. With proper care and patience, the plantlet
will adapt to its new home and thrive.

Method 2: Mastering Rhizome Division

Rhizome division is best undertaken in spring when the plant
is actively growing.



Unpot  the  fern:  Gently  remove  the  Elaphoglossum1.
styriacum from its pot.
Examine the rhizome: Identify sections of the rhizome2.
with at least one healthy frond and a visible growth
point.
Make the cut: Using a clean, sharp blade or pair of3.
scissors, carefully divide the rhizome into sections.
Pot the divisions: Plant each rhizome section in a well-4.
draining potting mix, ensuring the top of the rhizome
sits slightly above the soil line.
Post-division  care:  Water  the  newly  potted  divisions5.
thoroughly  and  place  them  in  a  humid  environment,
similar to plantlet propagation.

A Few Final Tips for Success

Patience is paramount: Elaphoglossum styriacum can be
slow growers, so don’t be discouraged if you don’t see
immediate progress.
Maintain humidity: Regular misting and a pebble tray can
help replicate the humid environment these ferns love.
Bright, indirect light is best: Avoid placing your ferns
in direct sunlight, as this can scorch their delicate
fronds.

With these propagation techniques and a little TLC, you’ll be
well on your way to cultivating a thriving collection of this
captivating  Elaphoglossum  styriacum,  transforming  your  home
into a green oasis filled with these unique ferns.


