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Taming the Wild: Successfully
Propagating Wooly Cupgrass
(Eriochloa villosa)

Wooly cupgrass (Eriochloa villosa) might not be the first
plant that comes to mind when you think “garden ornament,” but
this underappreciated grass has a subtle beauty and intriguing
texture that can add a touch of wildness to any landscape.
Native to Asia, it’s gaining traction among gardeners looking
for something a little different, particularly those drawn to
naturalistic or prairie-style plantings.

While often found growing wild, cultivating wooly cupgrass
yourself opens up a world of landscaping possibilities.
Thankfully, propagating this resilient grass isn’t as tricky
as you might think! Let’s explore the two most effective
methods:

1. Seed Propagation: Embracing the Natural Process

For a truly hands-off approach, seed propagation is the way to
go. Here's how to do it:
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- Seed Collection: In late summer or early fall, keep an
eye out for the distinctive seed heads — resembling
tiny, hairy cups — turning a light brown. Snip these
heads and store them in a paper bag in a cool, dry place
until you're ready to sow.

- Sowing Time: While direct sowing in early spring is
possible, starting seeds indoors 6-8 weeks before the
last frost offers greater control.

» Sowing Technique: Sprinkle your collected seeds over a
seed-starting mix and lightly press them in — no need to
bury them! Mist the soil with water and cover the tray
with a clear plastic dome or wrap to maintain humidity.

- Patience is Key: Wooly cupgrass seeds can be a bit slow
to germinate, so don’t fret if you don’t see sprouts
immediately. Be patient, keep the soil consistently
moist, and provide bright, indirect Llight.

= Transplanting Triumph: Once your seedlings have a couple
of sets of true leaves and the danger of frost has
passed, harden them off gradually by introducing them to
outdoor conditions for increasing periods. Finally,
transplant them into your garden, spacing them about
12-18 inches apart.

2. Division: Multiplying Your Grassy Bounty

For a quicker and more immediate gratification approach,
division is your best bet. This method involves splitting an
existing clump of wooly cupgrass into smaller plants, each
with its own root system. Here’s a step-by-step guide:

=« Timing is Everything: Early spring or fall, when the
weather 1is cool and moist, is the ideal time for
dividing wooly cupgrass.

= Digging Deep: Using a sharp spade or garden fork,
carefully dig up the entire clump of grass you want to
divide. Be sure to get as much of the root system as
possible.

- Separation Strategies: Depending on the size of the



clump, you can either gently tease apart smaller
sections by hand or, for larger clumps, use a sharp
knife or saw to cut through the root ball.

- Replanting Your Divisions: Replant the separated
sections immediately in their new locations, ensuring
the top of the root ball is level with the soil surface.
Water them thoroughly and keep an eye on their moisture
levels as they settle in.

Caring for Your Wooly Cupgrass

Wooly cupgrass isn’t particularly demanding, making it a low-
maintenance option for both novice and experienced gardeners.
Plant it in full sun to partial shade and well-drained soil.
Water it regularly during the first year of establishment, but
once established, it’s fairly drought-tolerant.

Embrace the Wild Side of Your Garden

With its unique texture and graceful seed heads, wooly
cupgrass offers a touch of untamed beauty to any garden
setting. And with these simple propagation techniques, you can
easily introduce this captivating grass into your own outdoor
space. Let it weave its magic amongst other perennials, create
a flowing meadow effect, or simply marvel at its understated
beauty as a standalone specimen — the choice is yours!



