How to Propagate Eriothrix
lycopodioides

Propagating the Pincushion Plant: A
Guide to Eriothrix lycopodioides

Introduction

Eriothrix lycopodioides, commonly known as the Pincushion
plant, is a captivating succulent prized for its unique,
densely-packed spiny leaves that resemble a miniature
pincushion. Its striking appearance and relatively low
maintenance requirements have earned it a place in many
succulent enthusiasts’ hearts. However, propagating this
charming plant presents some unique challenges. Unlike some
readily propagated succulents, Eriothrix lycopodioides doesn’t
readily lend itself to all propagation methods, making
successful reproduction a rewarding accomplishment.

Seed Germination

Currently, there are no known reliable methods for seed
germination propagation of Eriothrix lycopodioides. While the
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plant does produce seeds, their germination rate 1is
exceptionally low, if any germination occurs at all. Further
research into specific germination requirements may be needed
before this becomes a viable propagation method.

Cuttings

Cuttings present a more promising approach than seed
germination. However, it’s still not a highly successful
method.

Challenges: The main challenge lies in the plant’s slow
healing and rooting capabilities. Cuttings are prone to rot
before callus formation and root development can occur.

Practical Tips: The best approach involves taking stem
cuttings of at least 2-3 inches long, ensuring they are
healthy and free from disease. Allow the cut end to callous
over for several days before planting in well-draining
succulent potting mix. Use a rooting hormone to promote root
development. Provide bright, indirect 1light and avoid
overwatering. Propagation should be attempted in a warm
environment.

Rewards: While success rate is not high, successful rooting of
cuttings offers a genetically identical copy of the mother
plant, preserving its desirable traits.

Division
Division 1is another possible method, though relatively

uncommon.

Challenges: Eriothrix lycopodioides often grows as a single-
stemmed plant, limiting opportunities for division. Forcibly
dividing a plant can easily damage the delicate root system.

Practical Tips: Division is only feasible if the plant has
naturally formed offsets or pups at the base. These offsets
should be carefully separated from the mother plant, ensuring



each division has its own healthy root system, then potted
individually in well-draining soil.

Rewards: This method is quick and generally results 1in
successful establishment if done correctly, preserving the
mother plant as well.

Tissue Culture

Tissue culture offers the potential for 1large-scale
propagation, but it's also a highly specialized and
technically demanding method.

Challenges: Establishing a sterile environment and mastering
the intricate techniques of tissue culture are significant
hurdles. Finding the optimal media and hormone balance
essential for Eriothrix lycopodioides requires expertise and
experimentation.

Practical Tips: This method is best left to experienced tissue
culture laboratories or enthusiasts with significant
experience 1in plant tissue culture.

Rewards: Tissue culture provides the highest potential for
large-scale propagation and disease-free plantlets.

Conclusion

Propagating Eriothrix lycopodioides presents a unique set of
challenges, making success all the more rewarding. While seed
propagation is currently unviable, cuttings and division offer
avenues for propagation, albeit with a degree of difficulty.
Tissue culture presents opportunities for mass production but
requires advanced knowledge and equipment. The satisfaction of
nurturing a tiny cutting into a mature Pincushion plant,
overcoming the challenges inherent in its propagation, 1is a
testament to the gardener’s dedication and patience. For
aspiring propagators, persistence, careful observation, and
meticulous attention to detail are key to success. Don’t be



discouraged by initial setbacks — the unique charm of this
plant makes the effort worthwhile.



