How to Propagate Fatsia
japonica

Fatsia Japonica: From One Plant to
Many! A Guide to Propagation

The Fatsia japonica, also known as the Japanese aralia or
paper plant, is a beautiful and versatile houseplant. With its
large, glossy leaves and sturdy growth habit, it brings a
touch of the tropics indoors, making it a popular choice for
both experienced and beginner plant parents. But did you know
you can easily create more Fatsia japonica plants from your
current one? That's right, propagation is a simple and
rewarding way to expand your plant family and share the beauty
of this fascinating plant.

The Magic of Propagation

Propagation is the process of creating new plants from
existing ones. With Fatsia japonica, the most common methods
are cuttings and air layering. Both methods are relatively
straightforward and have a high success rate, making them
perfect for even novice plant enthusiasts.
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Propagating with Cuttings

Taking cuttings from your Fatsia japonica is a simple yet
effective way to create new plants.

Here’s how to do it:

1.

Choose your cutting: Select a healthy stem tip with at
least 3-4 nodes (the bumps on the stem where leaves
grow) .

. Make the cut: Using sharp, clean scissors or a knife,

make a clean cut just below a node.

. Remove lower leaves: Strip the bottom leaves from the

cutting to expose the stem.

. Treat with rooting hormone (optional): Dipping the base

of the cutting in rooting hormone can encourage faster
root development.

. Plant the cutting: Place the cutting in a pot with well-

draining potting mix. Ensure the base is covered with
soil, and lightly tamp it down.

. Keep moist: Water your cutting regularly and maintain a

consistently humid environment, ideally with a humidity
dome or plastic wrap.

. Be patient: Roots can take several weeks to develop, so

be patient and don’t despair if you don’'t see any growth
immediately.

Air Layering: A Method for a Larger Plant

Air layering offers an alternative way to propagate larger
Fatsia japonica plants without sacrificing their growth. This
technique allows the plant to develop roots while still
attached to the parent plant.

Here’s how to air layer your Fatsia japonica:

1.

2.

Choose a stem: Select a thick, healthy stem on your
Fatsia japonica with good leaf growth.
Score the stem: Using a sharp, clean knife, make a



shallow cut around the stem, removing a sliver of bark,
about 1-2 inches long.

3. Add rooting hormone: Apply a rooting hormone to the
exposed area.

4. Wrap with sphagnum moss: Moisten sphagnum moss and wrap
it around the scored area, securing it with plastic wrap
or aluminum foil.

5. Keep moist: Keep the moss consistently moist.

6. Wait for roots: Roots will typically emerge within 6-8
weeks.

7. Cut and pot: Once the roots are established, carefully
separate the new plant from the parent plant, cutting
just below the roots, and plant it in a pot with well-
draining potting mix.

A Note on Care:

Once your new Fatsia japonica plants are established, they
require similar care to their parent plant. Provide them with
well-draining soil, consistent waterings, and bright, indirect
light.

Sharing the Joy:

Propagation is a wonderful way to expand your plant collection
or share the joy of the Fatsia japonica with friends and
family. Not only will you have more beautiful plants to enjoy,
but you’ll also gain a sense of accomplishment from nurturing
these new life forms. So, grab your scissors, get your hands
dirty, and unleash the magic of propagation with your Fatsia
japonica.



