
How  to  Propagate  Feijoa
sellowiana

Propagating  the  Pineapple  Guava
(Feijoa  sellowiana):  A  Gardener’s
Guide
Introduction:

The Feijoa sellowiana, more commonly known as the pineapple
guava,  is  a  captivating  evergreen  shrub  prized  for  its
uniquely flavored fruit and attractive foliage. Its delicate,
fragrant  flowers  are  followed  by  edible  fruits  with  a
surprising blend of pineapple, guava, and strawberry notes.
Increasingly popular among gardeners worldwide, Feijoa boasts
a certain resilience and adaptability – though propagation
presents some unique challenges. Its relatively slow growth
rate  and  specific  requirements  for  successful  reproduction
make  its  propagation  a  rewarding,  yet  occasionally
frustrating,  endeavor.

Seed Germination:
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Seed germination in Feijoa sellowiana is possible, but it
presents  significant  challenges.  Germination  rates  are
notoriously low and unpredictable, and the resulting plants
often exhibit substantial variation from the parent plant,
potentially yielding fruits of inferior quality or different
characteristics.  Furthermore,  seedlings  take  considerably
longer to reach fruiting maturity than plants propagated by
other methods.

Challenges: Low germination rates, significant variation in
offspring, lengthy time to maturity.

Tips: Fresh seeds are crucial. Consider cold stratification
for  several  weeks  before  sowing,  mimicking  natural  winter
conditions.  Sow  seeds  in  well-draining  seed-starting  mix,
keeping consistently moist but not waterlogged. Maintain warm
temperatures  (around  20-25°C).  High  humidity  can  aid
germination.

Rewards:  Genetic  diversity,  potential  for  large-scale
propagation (although impractical given the low success rate).

Cuttings:

Cuttings  propagation  offers  a  more  reliable  method  of
propagating Feijoa compared to seed germination. Semi-hardwood
cuttings  taken  in  late  summer  or  early  autumn  generally
perform best, though success depends on several factors.

Challenges:  Relatively  low  rooting  rate  compared  to  other
plants, requires careful attention to moisture and humidity
levels to prevent rot or desiccation.

Tips: Use sharp, clean tools to take 10-15cm cuttings from
healthy, non-flowering stems. Dip the cut ends in rooting
hormone to enhance root development. Plant cuttings in a well-
draining mix (e.g., perlite and peat moss) and maintain high
humidity  using  a  propagator  or  plastic  covering.  Regular
misting can be beneficial.



Rewards:  Faster  fruiting  time  compared  to  seedlings,
preservation  of  parent  plant  characteristics.

Division:

Division is a simple and effective method for propagating
established Feijoa plants. Ideally, this technique is best
employed during the dormant season.

Challenges:  Only  suitable  for  already  established,  mature
plants with well-developed root systems. Damaging the roots
during division can negatively impact the plant’s health.

Tips: Carefully dig up the parent plant and gently separate
the root ball into multiple sections, each possessing healthy
roots and shoots. Replant the divisions immediately in well-
prepared soil.

Rewards:  Relatively  quick  establishment  of  new  plants,
preservation of parent characteristics.

Tissue Culture:

Tissue culture is a sophisticated laboratory technique that
offers a highly efficient method for mass-producing Feijoas
with  consistent  characteristics.  However,  it  requires
specialized equipment, knowledge, and sterile conditions.

Challenges: Requires specialized expertise and facilities; not
a  feasible  option  for  the  home  gardener.  High  initial
investment  costs.

Tips:  This  method  is  best  performed  in  a  specialized
laboratory setting. Explant sterilization, appropriate media
preparation and hormonal balance are critical steps.

Rewards: Rapid and large-scale propagation, virus elimination,
and genetic uniformity (important for commercial production).

Conclusion:



Propagating Feijoa sellowiana, while presenting its unique set
of challenges depending on the chosen method, is ultimately a
deeply rewarding experience. The low success rate of seed
germination highlights the value of vegetative methods such as
cuttings and division. While efficient, tissue culture remains
inaccessible  to  most  individuals.  The  satisfaction  of
nurturing a cutting from a small stem into a fruiting plant,
or successfully dividing a mature specimen, far outweighs the
initial  difficulties.  For  aspiring  propagators,  patience,
attention to detail, and a willingness to learn from both
successes and failures are key ingredients to successfully
cultivating this remarkable plant. Don’t be discouraged by
setbacks; the sweet taste of a homegrown pineapple guava makes
it all worthwhile.


