
How to Propagate Freycinetia
banksii

Propagating Freycinetia banksii: A
Gardener’s Challenge and Reward
Freycinetia banksii, commonly known as the New Zealand kiekie,
is a striking climbing plant prized for its vibrant green
foliage and unique, pineapple-like fruits. Its aerial roots,
which  cling  to  supporting  structures,  add  to  its  visual
appeal, making it a popular choice among gardeners seeking a
touch of exotic beauty. However, propagating this fascinating
plant presents unique challenges. Its propagation isn’t as
straightforward as with many other plants, requiring careful
consideration of several methods.

Seed Germination:

Currently,  there  are  no  known  reliable  methods  for  seed
germination  propagation  of  Freycinetia  banksii.  While  the
plant produces seeds, germination rates are extremely low, and
successful cultivation from seed remains largely undocumented
in horticultural literature. Further research is needed to
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determine  if  specific  pre-treatments  or  environmental
conditions  could  improve  germination  success.

Cuttings:

Cuttings offer a more promising avenue for propagation. This
method  involves  taking  stem  cuttings,  ideally  from  semi-
hardwood growth, approximately 10-15cm long.

Challenges: The main challenge lies in rooting the cuttings.
Kiekie  cuttings  are  notoriously  slow  to  root,  and  a  high
percentage  may  fail.  The  risk  of  fungal  diseases  is  also
prevalent, particularly in humid environments.

Practical Tips: Use a well-draining rooting medium like a mix
of  perlite  and  peat  moss.  Applying  a  rooting  hormone  can
increase success rates. Maintain high humidity by using a
propagation dome or covering the cuttings with a plastic bag.
Provide bright, indirect light and avoid overwatering.

Rewards:  Successful  propagation  via  cuttings  provides  a
relatively  quick  method  to  obtain  new  plants  genetically
identical to the mother plant, preserving desirable traits.

Division:

Division, which involves separating established plants into
smaller portions, each with its own root system, is another
viable propagation method.

Challenges:  Freycinetia  banksii  is  not  naturally  prone  to
readily dividing itself. Disturbing the plant’s extensive root
system during division can be stressful and potentially fatal,
particularly for older, larger plants.

Practical Tips: Division is best performed during the plant’s
active growing season, ideally in spring or early summer.
Ensure  each  division  has  a  substantial  root  mass  and
sufficient foliage. Handle the roots carefully to minimize
damage. Plant the divisions into well-draining, rich soil and



provide  ample  moisture  during  the  initial  establishment
period.

Rewards:  Division  offers  a  relatively  simple  method  for
increasing the number of plants while minimizing the need for
specialized equipment or techniques.

Tissue Culture:

Tissue culture could potentially provide a solution to the
challenges of seed germination and cutting propagation. This
advanced method involves growing plantlets from small pieces
of plant tissue under sterile conditions.

Challenges: Tissue culture requires specialized equipment, a
clean  laboratory  environment,  and  expertise  in  sterile
techniques. It’s also expensive and can be time-consuming. The
specific protocols optimal for Freycinetia banksii are yet to
be fully developed.

Practical  Tips:  Research  available  information  on  tissue
culture protocols for related species and consult with experts
in this area.

Rewards: Tissue culture offers the potential for rapid and
large-scale  propagation,  producing  a  high  number  of
genetically  uniform  plants  from  a  single  mother  plant.

Conclusion:

Propagating  Freycinetia  banksii  presents  several  unique
challenges, particularly low seed germination success and the
difficulty  of  rooting  cuttings.  Division  offers  a  simpler
alternative for established plants, while tissue culture holds
promise  for  mass  production  in  the  future  but  comes  with
significant  cost  and  expertise  requirements.  However,  the
rewards of successfully cultivating this striking plant are
significant. The unique beauty and challenge make it a highly
rewarding  endeavour  for  passionate  gardeners.  Don’t  be



discouraged by setbacks; persistence and attention to detail
are crucial for success. Experiment with different techniques,
and the satisfaction of witnessing these exotic plants thrive
from your own efforts will be all the more fulfilling.


