
Gleichenella pectinata

Unfurling the Secrets: Propagating
the  Coral  Fern  (Gleichenella
pectinata)
The Coral Fern (Gleichenella pectinata), with its intricate
fronds resembling delicate coral formations, brings a unique
touch of prehistoric charm to any garden or indoor space. But
venturing into the world of propagating this ancient wonder
can seem daunting. Fear not, fellow plant enthusiasts! This
guide  will  equip  you  with  the  knowledge  to  successfully
multiply your very own Coral Fern and spread its captivating
beauty.

Understanding the Coral Fern

Before diving into propagation, let’s get acquainted with our
subject. Gleichenella pectinata, native to the tropical and
subtropical  regions  of  the  world,  thrives  in  humid
environments  with  dappled  sunlight.  Its  growth  habit  is
characterized by creeping rhizomes, which are horizontal stems
that grow along the soil surface, periodically sending up new
fronds. Understanding this unique growth pattern is key to
successful propagation.

Methods for Multiplying Magic
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There are two primary methods for propagating Coral Ferns:

1.  Division:  The  most  common  and  arguably  easiest  method
involves dividing an existing, healthy plant.

Timing:  Spring  or  early  summer,  when  the  plant  is
actively growing, is the ideal time for division.
Process: Carefully dig up the fern, ensuring minimal
damage to the rhizomes and roots. Using a clean, sharp
knife  or  pruning  shears,  divide  the  rhizome  into
sections,  ensuring  each  section  has  at  least  a  few
healthy  fronds  attached.  Plant  the  divisions  in
individual  pots  with  well-draining,  slightly  acidic
soil,  ensuring  the  rhizome  is  just  below  the  soil
surface. Water thoroughly and provide dappled sunlight.

2. Spores: While more challenging, propagating Coral Fern from
spores offers a rewarding experience for the patient gardener.

Spore Collection: Mature fronds develop brown, dust-like
spores on their undersides. To collect, cut a frond and
place it spore-side down on a white sheet of paper.
After a few days, mature spores will have fallen onto
the paper.
Sowing: Prepare a seed tray or small pots with a sterile
seed starting mix or a blend of peat moss and perlite.
Sprinkle the spores sparingly over the surface, avoiding
overcrowding. Mist with water and cover the tray with
plastic wrap or a humidity dome to maintain moisture.
Place in a warm, shaded location.
Patience is Key: Germination can take several weeks to
months. Once the fern gametophytes (tiny, heart-shaped
structures)  appear,  ensure  adequate  humidity  and
indirect  light.  As  they  mature,  small  fronds  will
develop. When the ferns are large enough to handle,
carefully transplant them into individual pots.

Essential Care for New Propagations



Humidity: Maintain high humidity levels, especially for
young sporelings, by misting regularly or using a pebble
tray.
Light:  Provide  bright,  indirect  light.  Avoid  direct
sunlight which can scorch the delicate fronds.
Watering:  Keep  the  soil  consistently  moist  but  not
soggy. Overwatering can lead to root rot.
Fertilizing: Use a diluted liquid fertilizer every 4-6
weeks  during  the  growing  season  to  support  healthy
growth.

Expanding Your Fern Family

Propagating Gleichenella pectinata may require some patience
and practice, but the rewards are well worth the effort. By
understanding the plant’s unique growth habits and following
these propagation techniques, you can unlock the secrets to
multiplying  this  ancient  beauty  and  share  its  prehistoric
charm with fellow plant enthusiasts. So, go ahead and unfurl
the magic of the Coral Fern in your own green haven!


