
How  to  Propagate  Grevillea
robusta

Taming the Silky Oak: A Guide to
Propagating Grevillea robusta
The Grevillea robusta, more affectionately known as the Silky
Oak, is a majestic tree native to Australia, prized for its
stunning golden-orange blooms and fern-like foliage. While its
impressive height might seem intimidating, propagating this
beauty isn’t as daunting as you might think. Whether you’re a
seasoned gardener or just starting out, this guide will equip
you with the knowledge to grow your very own Silky Oak.

Two Roads to Rooting: Seeds vs. Cuttings

When it comes to propagating Grevillea robusta, you have two
primary options: seeds and cuttings. Each method has its pros
and cons, so choosing the one that best suits your gardening
style and resources is key.

1. The Seed Route: A Journey of Patience
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Propagating from seed is the most common method for the Silky
Oak.  While  it  requires  a  bit  more  patience,  witnessing  a
seedling grow into a towering tree brings an unmatched sense
of accomplishment.

Sourcing Seeds: You can collect seed pods directly from
a mature tree (look for the small, leathery pods that
resemble tiny boats). Alternatively, reputable nurseries
and online retailers also sell Silky Oak seeds.
Sowing the Seeds:

Timing is Key: Late winter or early spring offers
the ideal warmth for germination.
Prepare  the  Seedbed:  Use  a  well-draining  seed
raising mix.
Sowing:  Lightly  press  the  seeds  into  the  mix,
keeping them moist but not waterlogged.
Patience,  Young  Padawan:  Germination  can  take
anywhere from a few weeks to a couple of months.

Transplanting: Once the seedlings develop a few true
leaves,  they  can  be  transferred  to  larger  pots  or
directly into the ground.

2. Taking the Cutting Edge: A Quicker Approach

If  you’re  looking  for  faster  results,  propagating  from
cuttings might be your preferred method.

Selecting the Right Cuttings:
Choose  healthy,  semi-hardwood  cuttings  (not  too
soft, not too woody) from the current season’s
growth. Ideally, these will be about 4-6 inches
long.

Preparing the Cuttings:
Remove  the  leaves  from  the  lower  half  of  the
cutting.
Dip the cut end in rooting hormone (optional but
recommended).

Planting the Cuttings:



Plant the cuttings in a pot filled with a well-
draining mix, ensuring the bottom leaf nodes are
buried.
Keep the soil consistently moist.

Encouraging Root Development:
Provide warmth and humidity by covering the pot
with a plastic bag or using a propagation dome.
Once new growth appears, it’s a good sign roots
are developing.

Nurturing Your Silky Oak: Essential Care Tips

Regardless of your chosen propagation method, here are some
vital care tips for your budding Silky Oak:

Sunlight: Provide ample sunlight, ideally 6 hours or
more per day.
Soil: Ensure well-drained soil to prevent root rot.
Watering: Water regularly, especially during dry spells,
but avoid overwatering.
Fertilizing: Feed with a balanced fertilizer during the
growing season.

A Legacy in the Making

Propagating  your  own  Grevillea  robusta  is  a  rewarding
experience. With a bit of patience and care, you can cultivate
these  majestic  trees,  adding  beauty  and  shade  to  your
surroundings  for  generations  to  come.


