
How  to  Propagate  Hieracium
laevigatum

Propagating Hieracium laevigatum: A
Smooth Hawkweed Challenge
Introduction:

Hieracium laevigatum, commonly known as Smooth Hawkweed, is an
attractive perennial boasting smooth, lance-shaped leaves and
bright yellow flower heads. Its upright habit and relatively
low maintenance make it a popular choice among gardeners,
particularly  in  borders  and  rock  gardens.  However,  its
propagation  presents  certain  challenges,  making  successful
cultivation  all  the  more  rewarding.  Unlike  some  readily
propagated plants, Smooth Hawkweed doesn’t readily lend itself
to all common propagation methods.

Seed Germination:

Currently,  there  are  no  known  reliable  methods  for  seed
germination  propagation  of  Hieracium  laevigatum.  While  the
plant  does  produce  seeds,  their  germination  rate  is
notoriously low, and successful germination under controlled
conditions  hasn’t  been  consistently  replicated.  Further
research into specific stratification techniques or hormonal

https://propagate.one/how-to-propagate-hieracium-laevigatum/
https://propagate.one/how-to-propagate-hieracium-laevigatum/


treatments may be necessary to unlock the potential of seed
propagation for this species.

Cuttings:

Cuttings  offer  a  more  promising  approach  than  seed
propagation.

Challenges: Rooting success rates can be variable. The
cuttings are susceptible to fungal diseases if not kept
in sterile and well-ventilated conditions.
Practical  Tips:  Take  semi-hardwood  cuttings  in  late
summer or early autumn. Use a sharp, clean knife or
shears to avoid damaging the tissues. Dip the base of
the cuttings in a rooting hormone powder to encourage
root development. Plant the cuttings in a well-draining,
sterile potting mix and maintain a consistently moist
but  not  waterlogged  environment.  A  humid  propagation
environment (e.g., using a humidity dome or plastic bag)
can significantly improve success.
Rewards: Compared to seed propagation, cuttings offer a
faster and more reliable method for producing clones of
the mother plant, preserving desirable traits. This is
suitable for smaller-scale propagation.

Division:

Division is arguably the most reliable method for propagating
Hieracium laevigatum.

Challenges: This method is only feasible when the plant
is well-established and has developed sufficient root
mass. Incorrect division can damage the plant, reducing
its vigour or leading to its death.
Practical Tips: The best time to divide Smooth Hawkweed
is in spring or autumn. Carefully dig up the entire
plant, gently separate the root crown into individual
sections, each with healthy roots and shoots. Replant
the  divisions  immediately  in  well-prepared  soil,
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ensuring  sufficient  spacing.
Rewards: Division provides the quickest way to increase
the number of plants, especially useful when you have a
mature,  healthy  specimen.  It’s  relatively
straightforward,  requiring  minimal  specialized
equipment.

Tissue Culture:

Tissue culture offers a potentially high-yield method, but
it’s resource-intensive and requires specialized knowledge and
equipment.

Challenges: Establishing sterile conditions is crucial
to avoid contamination. The process requires specialized
media,  growth  regulators,  and  aseptic  techniques,
placing  it  outside  the  scope  of  the  average  home
gardener.
Practical  Tips:  This  method  requires  a  laboratory
setting with appropriate equipment for sterilization and
maintaining sterile culture conditions. Protocols would
need  to  be  developed  specifically  for  Hieracium
laevigatum, which may require experimentation to find
the optimal growth media and plant growth regulators.
Rewards: Tissue culture offers the potential for large-
scale  propagation  and  the  production  of  disease-free
plants. It is possible to create genetically identical
plants  very  quickly  but  demands  investment  and
expertise.

Conclusion:

Propagating Hieracium laevigatum presents its fair share of
challenges. While seed germination is currently unreliable,
both  division  and  cuttings  offer  viable  pathways,  with
division presenting the easiest and most reliable method for
the home gardener. Tissue culture, while highly productive, is
best left to professionals. The rewards, however, make the



effort  worthwhile.  The  unique  satisfaction  of  successfully
cultivating  this  plant,  after  overcoming  the  propagation
hurdles, is a testament to the gardener’s skill and patience.
Don’t  be  discouraged  by  initial  setbacks;  persistent
experimentation and careful attention to detail are key to
achieving  success  with  this  beautiful,  albeit  somewhat
challenging, hawkweed.


