
Huperzia dichotoma

Unlocking  Ancient  Secrets:
Propagating  the  Unique  Huperzia
Dichotoma
The Huperzia Dichotoma, also known as the tassel fern or the
ground  pine  (though  not  a  true  fern  or  pine!),  is  a
captivating plant with an ancient lineage stretching back to
prehistoric  times.  These  fascinating  specimens,  with  their
upright stems and delicate, fanning leaves, add a touch of
prehistoric charm to any plant enthusiast’s collection. But
how do you go about propagating these living fossils?

While getting your hands on a Huperzia Dichotoma might seem
like searching for a lost treasure, propogating them doesn’t
have to be a mystical quest. Let’s demystify the process and
equip  you  with  the  knowledge  to  cultivate  these  ancient
wonders.

Understanding the Huperzia Dichotoma

Before delving into propagation methods, it’s essential to
understand  what  makes  this  plant  tick.  Huperzia  Dichotoma
belongs  to  the  Lycopodiopsida  class,  a  group  of  plants
distinct from ferns but often grouped with them due to their
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similar appearance. They reproduce through spores, similar to
ferns and mosses, rather than seeds. However, they can also be
propagated through divisions, which we’ll explore here.

Propagation through Division:

Dividing  an  established  Huperzia  Dichotoma  is  the  most
accessible  and  effective  method  for  propagation.  Here’s  a
step-by-step guide:

Timing is Key: The ideal time for division is during the1.
plant’s active growing season, ideally spring or early
summer.

Prepare your tools: You’ll need a sharp, clean knife or2.
pair of shears, a pot with drainage holes, and a well-
draining potting mix suitable for epiphytes or ferns.

Gentle  Separation:  Carefully  remove  the  mother  plant3.
from its container. Locate a healthy section with at
least  3-4  stems  emerging  from  the  base.  Using  your
sterilized tool, cleanly separate this section from the
main plant.

Potting Up: Plant the division in your prepared pot,4.
ensuring the base of the stems is level with the soil.
Water thoroughly but don’t overwater.

Caring for your Divisions:

Huperzia Dichotoma thrives in humid environments with indirect
light. Mimicking their natural habitat is key to successful
propagation:

Light:  Provide  bright,  indirect  light.  Avoid  direct
sunlight, which can scorch their delicate foliage.
Water: Keep the potting mix consistently moist but not
soggy.  Allow  the  top  inch  of  soil  to  dry  slightly
between watering.
Humidity:  This  plant  craves  high  humidity.  Consider



using a humidifier, placing the pot on a pebble tray
filled with water, or grouping it with other humidity-
loving plants.
Fertilizer: Feed your Huperzia Dichotoma with a diluted,
balanced fertilizer every 4-6 weeks during the growing
season.

Patience is a Virtue:

Remember,  propagation  takes  time.  Be  patient  and  provide
consistent care. With time, your Huperzia Dichotoma divisions
will establish themselves in their new home, rewarding your
efforts with their unique beauty.

Propagating  the  Huperzia  Dichotoma  might  seem  daunting  at
first, but with a bit of understanding and patience, you can
successfully  multiply  these  ancient  wonders.  So  go  forth,
embrace the challenge, and enjoy the satisfaction of nurturing
a plant with ties to Earth’s distant past!


