
Hydrolea corymbosa

Waterleaf Wonders: Multiplying the
Magic of Hydrolea corymbosa
Hydrolea corymbosa, more affectionately known as waterleaf or
blue waterleaf, is a charming aquatic plant with a knack for
adding a touch of vibrant blue to water gardens and ponds. Its
delicate, star-shaped flowers and lush green foliage make it a
favorite  among  pond  enthusiasts.  And  the  best  part?
Propagating this beauty is easier than you might think!

This  guide  dives  into  the  fascinating  world  of  Hydrolea
corymbosa  propagation,  outlining  the  methods  and  providing
tips for success. Whether you’re a seasoned gardener or a
curious  beginner,  get  ready  to  unlock  the  secrets  of
multiplying  your  waterleaf  collection.

Two Paths to Propagation:

While  Hydrolea  corymbosa  readily  self-seeds  in  ideal
conditions,  you  can  take  a  more  proactive  approach  by
employing  one  of  these  methods:
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1. Seed Propagation:

Collection: As the vibrant blue flowers fade, they give
way to small seed pods. Allow these pods to mature on
the  plant,  turning  brown  and  slightly  brittle.  This
indicates the seeds are ready for collection. Gently
remove the pods and carefully extract the tiny, black
seeds within.
Sowing:  The  ideal  time  for  sowing  is  early  spring,
either indoors or directly into the pond after the last
frost. For indoor sowing, use seed trays filled with a
seed-starting mix. Scatter the seeds on the surface and
lightly press them down, ensuring they are covered with
a thin layer of the mix. Keep the soil consistently
moist  and  warm  (around  70-75°F).  You  should  see
germination  within  a  few  weeks.
Transplanting: Once the seedlings have developed several
sets of true leaves, and the threat of frost has passed,
they can be transplanted into larger pots or directly
into your pond. Ensure a smooth transition by gradually
acclimatizing the seedlings to outdoor conditions before
permanently planting them.

2. Cuttings:

Taking  Cuttings:  This  method  allows  for  quicker
propagation. During the growing season (spring to early
fall), select healthy, non-flowering stems. Using clean,
sharp shears, cut a 4-6 inch section of the stem just
below a leaf node (where the leaf attaches to the stem).
Rooting:  Remove  the  lower  leaves  from  the  cutting,
leaving only a few at the top. Dip the cut end in
rooting hormone (optional but recommended). Plant the
cutting  in  a  pot  filled  with  moist  potting  mix  or
directly into the shallow water of your pond.
New Growth: Roots should develop within a few weeks, and
you’ll notice new growth. Once the cutting is well-
established, you can transplant it to a larger pot or
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its final location in your pond.

Tips for Success:

Sunlight:  Hydrolea  corymbosa  thrives  in  full  sun  to
partial shade. Ensure your plants receive at least 6
hours  of  sunlight  daily  for  optimal  growth  and
flowering.
Water Depth: When planting in a pond, aim for a water
depth of 4-6 inches above the crown of the plant.
Nutrient-Rich Environment: While not overly demanding,
providing  a  nutrient-rich  environment  will  encourage
lush  growth  and  prolific  blooming.  Consider  using
aquatic  plant  fertilizer  or  adding  compost  to  the
planting area.

Propagating  your  own  Hydrolea  corymbosa  is  a  rewarding
experience. It allows you to expand your collection while also
offering  a  deeper  connection  to  the  natural  world.  By
following these simple techniques, you can enjoy the beauty
and tranquility of these water-loving wonders for seasons to
come!


