How to Propagate Iris
foetidissima
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From Stinky Root to Stunning Show:
Propagating the Fetid Iris

The name might deter you, but Iris foetidissima, the Fetid
Iris, packs a punch of beauty that belies its scent. Yes, the
leaves do have an unpleasant smell when crushed, but that'’s a
small price to pay for the cascading abundance of vibrant
orange berries that adorn the plant in autumn. And the best
part? This hardy iris is incredibly easy to propagate, making
it a perfect choice for beginner gardeners looking to expand
their plant collection.

The Allure of Fetid Iris:

This distinct iris species is a showstopper in the garden. Its
arching, sword-like leaves provide a graceful backdrop for its
vibrant berries, which appear in clusters along the stems. The
berries, while technically seed pods, are visually
captivating, offering a burst of color long after the flowers
have faded. They persist throughout winter, adding a touch of
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warmth to the otherwise dormant garden.

Propagating the Fetid Iris: A Beginner’s Handbook:

There are several simple methods for propagating Fetid Iris:

1.

3.

Seed Propagation:

- Harvesting Seeds: Collect the berries when they turn a
deep orange and begin to dry. Each berry contains
numerous seeds.

- Sowing Seeds: Sow the seeds directly into well-drained
soil in a pot or a seed tray. Keep the soil consistently
moist and maintain a temperature around 70°F for best
germination.

- Patience is Key: The seeds can take several weeks to
germinate, so be patient and keep the soil consistently
moist. Once seedlings emerge, thin them out to allow for
ample space.

= Transplanting: When seedlings are a few inches tall,
transplant them into individual pots or directly into
the garden.

. Division:

= Timing is Crucial: The best time to divide Fetid Iris
plants is in spring or early autumn after flowering.

- Preparation: Carefully dig up the plant, being mindful
of the delicate roots. Gently separate the clump into
smaller sections, each with multiple healthy roots and
shoots.

- Replanting: Plant the divided sections into well-
prepared soil with adequate drainage. Water thoroughly
after planting.

Root Cuttings:

This method requires a bit more experience but can be

successful.


https://propagate.one/

= Select Healthy Roots: Choose healthy root sections that
are at least 1/4 inch thick and 4-6 inches long.

- Prepare the Cuttings: Cut the root sections into 2-3
inch pieces.

- Planting: Plant the root cuttings horizontally in a
well-drained potting mix. Keep the soil consistently
moist.

- Patience: Root cuttings can take several weeks to
develop new shoots, so be patient and maintain a
consistent environment.

Growing Fetid Iris:

= Sunlight: Full sun to partial shade.

= Soil: Well-drained and fertile soil.

- Watering: Moderate watering, allowing the soil to dry
slightly between waterings.

= Maintenance: Remove any dead or damaged foliage to
maintain a clean and healthy appearance.

Beyond the Garden:

Fetid Iris is considered a popular ornamental plant for its
beauty and easy propagation. However, 1its berries are a
delicious treat for birds, attracting them to your garden. The
plant’s drought tolerance also makes it an ideal choice for
water-conscious gardeners, especially in regions with dry
summers.

A Final Word:

While the name “Fetid Iris” might sound unappealing, this
easy-to-propagate plant offers a wealth of beauty and benefits
to the garden. So, embrace the stinky root, and enjoy the
stunning show of vibrant orange berries that will last
throughout the winter. The fetid iris is a valuable addition
to any garden, captivating with its wunique charm and
surprising resilience.



