
Kylicanthe cornuata

Whispers of Spice: Propagating the
Carolina  Allspice  (Calycanthus
floridus)
The Carolina Allspice, more commonly known as sweetshrub or by
its  scientific  name  Calycanthus  floridus,  is  a  delightful
deciduous shrub that attracts gardeners with its intoxicating
fragrance.  Imagine  a  blend  of  pineapple,  strawberry,  and
cloves wafting from captivating, deep red flowers – that’s the
allure of the Carolina Allspice.

But the charm of this plant doesn’t stop at its aroma. The
Carolina  Allspice  is  relatively  low-maintenance  and,  once
established, rewards you with years of fragrant beauty. One of
the most satisfying ways to welcome this captivating plant
into your garden is through propagation.

You might be wondering: Can I propagate Carolina Allspice, and
if so, how? The answer is a resounding yes, and fortunately,
it’s  relatively  straightforward!  This  guide  will  walk  you
through two effective techniques:
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1. Propagation from Seed:

This method requires a bit of patience, as it takes longer to
see results. However, it can be a rewarding experience to
nurture a plant from seed to bloom.

Timing is Key: Collect seeds from mature, dried seed
pods in the fall.
Stratification for Success: The seeds need a period of
cold treatment to germinate best. Store them in moist
sand or peat moss in your refrigerator for about three
months.
Spring Awakening: In spring, sow the stratified seeds in
seed  trays  filled  with  a  well-draining  seed-starting
mix.
Patience  is  a  Virtue:  Germination  can  take  several
weeks. Ensure the soil stays consistently moist but not
waterlogged.
Ready to Grow: Once the seedlings are sturdy and several
inches tall, transplant them into individual pots. Keep
them in a sheltered location for a year or two before
planting them outdoors.

2. Propagation from Softwood Cuttings:

This method provides quicker results compared to seeds and is
generally favored among gardeners.

Timing is Everything: Take cuttings in late spring or
early summer, ideally from new growth that is pliable
but not too soft.
Cut with Care: Select healthy stems and cut a 4-6 inch
section just below a leaf node.
Prepare the Cutting: Remove the lower leaves to prevent
rotting, leaving 2-3 leaves at the top.
Hormone Boost (Optional): Dip the cut end in rooting
hormone  to  encourage  root  development.  While  not
strictly  necessary,  it  can  improve  success  rates.
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Planting Time: Plant the cuttings in a well-draining
potting mix, burying the bottom node.
Humidity is Key: Cover the pot with a plastic bag or
humidity dome to create a greenhouse-like environment.
Root Development: It will take several weeks for roots
to develop. Gently tug on the cuttings after a month.
Resistance indicates rooting.
Transplantation: Once roots are established, transplant
the cuttings into individual pots and continue to grow
them  in  a  sheltered  location  until  they  are  robust
enough for outdoor planting.

Propagating  your  own  Carolina  Allspice  is  a  rewarding
experience. Not only does it provide an economical way to
expand your garden, but it also allows you to play an active
role in the plant’s life cycle. With a little patience and
care, you can enjoy the fragrant whispers of spice from your
very own Carolina Allspice plants for years to come.


