
Lagarostrobos franklinii

Unlocking the Secrets of the Huon
Pine: A Guide to Propagation
The Huon pine (Lagarostrobos franklinii) is a truly remarkable
tree.  Endemic  to  the  rainforests  and  riparian  zones  of
Tasmania,  Australia,  it’s  a  living  fossil  with  ancestors
dating  back  to  Gondwana.  Its  incredibly  durable,  fragrant
timber and captivating beauty make it a prized species, but
slow growth and limited distribution necessitate a mindful
approach to its propagation.

While  propagating  Huon  pines  can  be  challenging,  it’s
incredibly  rewarding,  allowing  you  to  contribute  to  the
preservation of this ancient species. This guide will delve
into the two main methods:

1. Seed Propagation: A Test of Patience
Huon pines produce small cones containing tiny seeds. While
they  appear  frequently,  the  viability  of  these  seeds  is
naturally low. This, combined with a long germination period,
makes  seed  propagation  a  waiting  game  that  requires
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dedication.  Here’s  how  to  give  it  a  go:

Seed Collection: Collect mature cones from established
trees, ideally in late summer or early autumn. Look for
brown, slightly open cones.
Seed Extraction: Gently dry the cones in a paper bag
until the seeds release naturally.
Sowing: Use a well-draining seed-raising mix and sow the
seeds on the surface, barely pressing them in.
Patience is Key: Mist the soil regularly to keep it
moist but not soggy. Be patient, as germination can take
anywhere from a few months to a year.

Tips for Success:

Smoke Treatment: Soaking seeds in a solution of smoked
water for 24 hours can significantly improve germination
rates.  This  mimics  the  natural  conditions  after  a
bushfire,  which  often  triggers  Huon  pine  seed
germination.
Bottom Heat: Applying gentle bottom heat can also aid in
germination.

2. Cutting Propagation: A Faster Route
Taking cuttings from established Huon pines offers a quicker
and often more successful method. This method utilizes the
tree’s ability to regenerate from vegetative material.

Timing is Crucial: The optimal time for taking cuttings
is late winter or early spring when the tree is dormant.
Selection  Matters:  Choose  healthy,  semi-hardwood
cuttings from the current season’s growth, around 10-15
cm long with a heel of older wood.
Preparing  the  Cuttings:  Remove  the  lower  leaves  and
wound the base of the cutting slightly to encourage root
development.
Potting Up: Dip the cut end in rooting hormone and plant



it in a well-draining mix. Keep the soil consistently
moist.

Tips for Success:

Humidity Control: Cover the cutting with a plastic bag
or  use  a  propagation  dome  to  maintain  humidity  and
create a mini greenhouse effect.
Indirect Light: Place the cuttings in a shaded area with
bright, indirect light.
Transplanting:  Once  the  cuttings  show  signs  of  new
growth, they’re ready to be potted up individually.

The Rewards of Patience
Propagating Huon pines is a long-term commitment, but the
reward of nurturing these ancient giants is well worth the
effort. Whether you choose the challenge of seed propagation
or the relative speed of cuttings, you’ll be contributing to
the preservation of a truly remarkable species.


