
How  to  Propagate  Lithops
olivacea

Living  Stones,  Living  On:
Propagating Your Lithops Olivacea
The allure of Lithops, commonly known as “living stones,” lies
in  their  uncanny  resemblance  to  smooth,  colorful  pebbles.
These  succulent  plants  from  the  arid  regions  of  Southern
Africa are a testament to nature’s creativity. But how do you
extend this unique beauty? Propagation! In this post, we’ll
guide you through the fascinating process of multiplying your
Lithops  olivacea,  allowing  you  to  share  this  wonder  with
others or simply expand your own miniature stone garden.

Seeds: A Magical Journey to New Life

Lithops  propagation  via  seeds  is  a  rewarding  yet  patient
venture. You’ll find that each seed holds the potential for a
new living stone, mirroring the unique characteristics of its
parent.

Collecting Seeds: The key lies in the tiny capsule that
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emerges from the weathered husk of a mature Lithops
after flowering. Once the capsule dries, gently collect
the minute seeds it holds.
Sowing Magic: Use a shallow container filled with a
well-draining mix of mineral-rich soil and sand. Lightly
sprinkle the seeds on the surface, cover with a thin
layer  of  the  same  mix,  and  mist  the  soil.  Ensure
moisture  and  bright,  indirect  light.
Patience Reigns: It can take weeks, even months, for
tiny seedlings to emerge. Once they do, you’ll be graced
with the sight of miniature “living stones” starting
their journey to maturity.

Leaf Cuttings: A Quicker Route

For those seeking a faster route to new Lithops, leaf cuttings
offer an alternative. However, this method is not as reliable
as seed propagation.

The Art of Cutting: When a healthy Lithops reaches its
full size, it will start to split, creating two new
heads.  Carefully  cut  the  stem  of  one  head  from  the
parent plant, just above the soil.
Time for Healing: Allow the cut portion to dry and form
a callus for a few days, preventing rot. Once this is
done, plant it shallowly in a well-draining mix, barely
covering it with the soil.
Patience and Moisture: Keep the cuttings in a bright,
indirect location and maintain adequate moisture. Within
a few weeks, new roots and a new “living stone” should
start to emerge.

Tips for Success

Water Wisely: Lithops are adapted to arid conditions.
Water sparingly, allowing the soil to dry completely
between waterings. Avoid getting the leaves wet, as this
can lead to rot.
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Bright  Light:  Provide  your  Lithops  with  plenty  of
bright, indirect light. Avoid direct sunlight during the
hottest part of the day.
Repotting with Care: As your Lithops grow, you’ll need
to  repot  them  into  slightly  larger  containers  to
accommodate their developing roots. Do this with gentle
care, making sure not to damage the delicate roots.

A Living Stone Legacy

Propagating Lithops is a fascinating experience. By employing
the  right  techniques,  you  can  witness  the  beauty  and
resilience of these captivating plants firsthand. Whether you
choose the patience of seed propagation or the speed of leaf
cuttings, you’ll be rewarded with a flourishing collection of
“living stones” that will bring a touch of arid elegance to
your home. Enjoy the journey!


