Lomatia silaifolia

Taming the Wild Beauty: Propagating
the Crinkle Bush (Lomatia
silaifolia)

The Crinkle Bush, also known as Lomatia silaifolia, is a
captivating Australian native renowned for its fern-like
foliage and uniquely-shaped, creamy-white flowers. This hardy
shrub, while stunning in its natural habitat, can also be a
unique addition to your garden. Ready to add a touch of
Australian bushland to your landscape? Let’s delve into the
art of propagating Lomatia silaifolia.

Propagation Methods: Seeds vs. Cuttings

1. Seed Propagation: A Test of Patience

Propagating Lomatia silaifolia from seed can be rewarding,
although it requires a bit of patience. Here’s how you can do
it:

- Seed Collection: Seeds are typically ready for harvest
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in late summer or early autumn. Look for dry, brown seed
pods on the plant.

- Seed Preparation: Gently crush the pods to release the
small, black seeds. No need for any pre-treatment -
these seeds are ready to go!

- Sowing: Sow the seeds on the surface of a well-draining
seed-raising mix. Lightly press them in but don’t bury
them.

 Environment: Keep the soil consistently moist and place
the tray in a warm, bright location out of direct
sunlight. Germination can be erratic and may take
several weeks to a few months.

2. Cutting Propagation: A Faster Route

If you're looking for a quicker and often more successful
method, propagating from cuttings is the way to go. Here’s a
step-by-step guide:

= Timing: The ideal time to take cuttings is in late
spring or early summer, during active growth periods.

= Cuttings Selection: Choose healthy, non-flowering stems.
Ideally, select semi-hardwood cuttings, those that are
firm but have some flexibility.

» Cutting Preparation: Cut a 10-15cm section from the
stem, making a clean cut just below a leaf node. Remove
the bottom leaves, leaving only a few at the top.

- Hormone Treatment (Optional): While not essential,
dipping the cut end in rooting hormone can significantly
enhance the success rate.

- Planting: Plant the cuttings in a pot filled with a
well-draining potting mix, ensuring the leaf nodes are
buried.

= Environment: Keep the potting mix consistently moist and
place the pot in a warm, bright location, out of direct
sunlight. Cover the pot with a plastic bag or use a
propagation dome to create a humid environment. Roots
should develop within 6-8 weeks.



Caring for Your New Lomatia

Once your Lomatia has successfully rooted and grown, remember
to:

 Sunlight: Lomatia silaifolia thrives in full sun to
partial shade.

= Soil: Well-drained soil is crucial.

- Watering: While drought-tolerant once established,
regular watering, especially during dry periods, 1is
beneficial.

= Pruning: Light pruning after flowering helps maintain
shape and encourages bushier growth.

Lomatia silaifolia is not only easy to care for but also
attracts pollinators like bees and butterflies to your garden.
By mastering these propagation techniques, you can enjoy the
unique beauty of the Crinkle Bush and contribute to its
conservation for generations to come.



