
How  to  Propagate  Marcgravia
nepenthoides

Unlocking  the  Secrets  of  the
Shingle  Vine:  Propagating
Marcgravia nepenthoides
The world of rare and exotic plants holds a certain alluring
mystique for many plant enthusiasts. And if you’re looking to
dive into this fascinating world, then understanding how to
propagate  these  unique  specimens  is  a  must.  Today,  we’re
unraveling the secrets of propagating Marcgravia nepenthoides,
a stunning vine more affectionately known as the “Shingle
Vine”.

Native  to  the  cloud  forests  of  Ecuador,  Marcgravia
nepenthoides is a true showstopper. This epiphytic climber is
adorned with glossy, cascading foliage and produces remarkable
upside-down,  cup-shaped  flowers  that  have  earned  it  the
nickname “the upside-down plant.” But unlike some of its more
common houseplant cousins, propagating Marcgravia nepenthoides
presents a unique and rewarding challenge.

Two Paths to Propagation:

While seed propagation is possible, it can be challenging due
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to the rarity of seeds. Thus, we’ll focus on the more common
and successful method: stem cuttings.

1. The Art of the Stem Cutting

Timing is key. Aim to take cuttings during the plant’s active
growing season, ideally in spring or early summer.

Here’s what you need:

Sharp, sterilized pruning shears or a knife
Rooting hormone (powder or gel form)
Well-draining  potting  mix  (A  mixture  of  peat  moss,
perlite, and vermiculite works well)
Small pots or seed trays
Humidity dome or plastic wrap

Let’s Propagate:

Select a healthy stem: Look for a stem that’s firm and1.
has  at  least  two  nodes  (small  bumps  where  leaves
emerge).
Make the cut: Cut just below a node, ensuring a clean2.
cut to avoid damaging the plant.
Prepare the cutting: Remove any leaves from the lower3.
third of the stem to prevent rot.
Hormone boost (optional but recommended): Dip the cut4.
end  in  rooting  hormone  to  encourage  faster  root
development.
Plant the cutting: Insert the cutting into the prepared5.
potting mix, burying at least one node. Gently firm the
soil around the base.
Create  a  humid  environment:  Cover  the  pot  with  a6.
humidity  dome  or  plastic  wrap  to  trap  moisture  and
simulate a greenhouse-like environment.
Light and warmth: Place the pot in a bright location but7.
out of direct sunlight. Maintaining a warm temperature
(around 70-75°F or 21-24°C) is crucial for successful
rooting.



Patience is a virtue: It can take several weeks, even8.
months, for roots to develop. During this time, ensure
the soil remains consistently moist but not waterlogged.

2. Air Layering: A Slightly Advanced Approach

For  those  up  for  a  slightly  more  advanced  technique,  air
layering offers another effective way to propagate Marcgravia
nepenthoides.  This  method  involves  encouraging  roots  to
develop on a section of the stem while it’s still attached to
the mother plant.

Here’s a simplified breakdown:

Choose a healthy stem: Similar to stem cuttings, select1.
a firm stem with at least two nodes.
Make a wound: Carefully make a small, upward-angled cut2.
about halfway through the stem below a node. You can
insert a toothpick to keep the wound open.
Apply  rooting  hormone:  Apply  a  generous  amount  of3.
rooting hormone to the wounded area.
Wrap it up: Surround the wound with moist sphagnum moss4.
and enclose it securely with plastic wrap. Secure both
ends with tape or ties.
Keep it moist: Regularly check the moss to ensure it5.
remains moist.
Separate  the  layer:  Once  you  see  roots  developing6.
through  the  moss  (usually  after  several  weeks  to
months), you can carefully cut the newly rooted section
below the moss and pot it up as a new plant.

Triumph in the Tropics:

Propagating  Marcgravia  nepenthoides  requires  patience,  the
right environment, and a touch of green thumb magic. But the
reward of welcoming this captivating plant into your home is
well worth the effort. So why not embark on this exciting
horticultural adventure? You might just discover a newfound
love for propagating the wonders of the plant world!


