
Martellidendron hornei

Unlocking  the  Secrets  of  the
Horne’s  Diospyros:  A  Propagation
Guide for Beginners
The  Horne’s  Diospyros  (formerly  known  as  Martellidendron
hornei) is a rare and beautiful tree native to the Seychelles.
Its glossy leaves, elegant form, and intriguing history make
it a coveted addition to any plant enthusiast’s collection.
However, with its rarity comes a certain mystique when it
comes to propagation. Don’t worry, though – this guide will
unravel  the  secrets  of  successfully  propagating  Diospyros
hornei  and  introduce  more  enthusiasts  to  its  captivating
charm.

Understanding the Challenges:

Propagating Horne’s Diospyros can be quite tricky, and this is
part of the reason for its rarity. Here are the two main
hurdles:

Seed  Scarcity:  Finding  viable  seeds  is  the  first
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obstacle. Being endemic to a small area and producing
fruit infrequently makes sourcing seeds quite difficult.
Germination  Patience:  Even  if  you  manage  to  obtain
seeds, be prepared to wait. Diopyros hornei seeds are
known for their erratic and often lengthy germination
periods.

Method 1: Seed Propagation (The Test of Patience):

Seed  Sourcing:  Your  best  bet  is  to  connect  with1.
botanical  gardens,  specialist  nurseries,  or  online
forums dedicated to rare plants.
Seed Preparation: Soak the seeds in lukewarm water for2.
24-48 hours to improve the chances of germination.
Sowing: Use a well-draining seed-starting mix. Sow the3.
seeds about 1 inch deep in individual pots.
Environment: Place the pots in a warm location (around4.
70-75°F), and maintain consistent moisture. Be patient,
germination can take several months, even up to a year
or more!

Method 2: Semi-Hardwood Cuttings (For the More Adventurous):

Timing is Key: The best time to take cuttings is late1.
spring or early summer.
Selecting Cuttings: Choose healthy, semi-mature shoots2.
that are about 4-6 inches long.
Preparing the Cuttings: Remove the lower leaves, leaving3.
2-3 at the top. Make a clean cut just below a leaf node.
Boosting Success: Dip the cut end in a rooting hormone4.
powder to encourage root development.
Planting:  Insert  the  cuttings  into  a  well-draining5.
potting mix and place them in a warm, humid environment.
A propagator or a clear plastic bag over the pot can
help retain moisture.

Caring for Your Horne’s Diospyros:

Light: Provide bright, indirect light.
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Water:  Keep  the  soil  evenly  moist  but  avoid
overwatering.
Humidity:  This  species  thrives  in  humidity.  Regular
misting or placing the pot on a pebble tray filled with
water can help.
Fertilizer:  Feed  with  a  balanced,  diluted  fertilizer
during the growing season.

The Rewards of Patience:

Propagating Diospyros hornei is an exercise in dedication. It
demands patience and a genuine love for the craft of plant
propagation.  But,  the  reward  of  nurturing  a  rare  and
magnificent  tree  from  seed  or  cutting  makes  the  journey
genuinely worthwhile. As your Horne’s Diospyros grows, it will
become  a  testament  to  your  dedication  and  a  stunning
centerpiece  in  your  plant  collection.


