
How  to  Propagate  Matthiola
bolleana

From  Seed  to  Bloom:  How  to
Propagate  the  Fragrant  Matthiola
bolleana
The  Matthiola  bolleana,  also  known  as  the  “Night-Scented
Stock,” is a beloved flower prized for its intoxicating, sweet
fragrance  that  releases  its  aroma  in  the  evening.  This
beautiful plant, with its delicate, lilac blooms, is a perfect
addition to any garden, especially for attracting pollinators
and creating a romantic ambiance. But did you know you can
easily propagate these beauties yourself? In this post, we’ll
dive into the world of Matthiola bolleana propagation, showing
you how to grow your own patch of sweet-smelling wonder.

Seeds: The Starting Point

Matthiola bolleana is readily propagated from seed. The best
time to sow seeds is in the spring, when the ground has warmed
up and the risk of frost has passed. You can start seeds
directly  in  the  garden  or  use  seed  trays  for  easier
management.
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Direct Sowing:

Choose a location: Matthiola bolleana thrives in full1.
sun to partial shade and well-drained soil.
Prepare the bed: Prepare the soil by loosening it with a2.
garden fork and removing any weeds.
Sow the seeds: Sow the seeds about ¼ inch deep and space3.
them 6-8 inches apart.
Water gently: Keep the soil consistently moist until4.
germination occurs.
Thin seedlings: Once seedlings have emerged, thin them5.
out to ensure healthy growth and adequate space.

Starting Seeds Indoors:

Use seed trays: Fill seed trays with a seed starting mix1.
and lightly press down the surface.
Sow seeds: Sow the seeds sparsely on the surface and2.
lightly sprinkle with more potting mix.
Water gently: Mist the seeds with water and place the3.
trays in a warm, sunny location.
Maintain humidity: Cover the trays with a plastic dome4.
or wrap to retain moisture and promote germination.
Harden off the seedlings: Once seedlings have several5.
true  leaves,  gradually  acclimate  them  to  outdoor
conditions for a few weeks before transplanting them to
the garden.

Propagating from Cuttings:

While Matthiola bolleana can be propagated from cuttings, it
is slightly less common but still feasible.

Take cuttings: Take cuttings from healthy, non-flowering1.
stems, ensuring each cut is at least 4 inches long.
Remove the lower leaves: Trim the lower leaves and dip2.
the ends in rooting hormone.
Plant  cuttings:  Plant  the  cuttings  in  a  pot  with  a3.
rooting mix and keep them moist.



Provide humidity: Cover the cuttings with a plastic bag4.
or dome to retain humidity.
Maintain  warmth:  Place  the  pot  in  a  warm,  bright5.
location, ideally with indirect sunlight.
Transplant once roots develop: Once the cuttings have6.
established strong roots, you can transplant them to the
garden.

Care and Maintenance:

Once  your  Matthiola  bolleana  plants  have  established
themselves,  they  require  minimal  care.  Keep  the  soil
consistently moist but not waterlogged and provide regular
fertilization  to  ensure  healthy  growth.  Deadheading  spent
flowers will encourage the plant to produce more blooms.

Enjoy the Nightly Fragrance:

With a little effort, you can enjoy the exquisite fragrance of
Matthiola bolleana night after night. Its sweet aroma fills
the  air,  bringing  a  touch  of  magic  to  your  garden  and
inspiring a sense of peace and tranquility. Propagating this
beautiful flower is not only rewarding but also allows you to
share its captivating fragrance with others, spreading joy and
beauty wherever you plant it.


