
How  to  Propagate  Melicope
glaberrima

Unveiling  the  Secrets:  How  to
Propagate  the  Elusive  Melicope
Glaberrima
The  Melicope  glaberrima,  also  known  as  the  Ewa  Plains
Melicope,  is  a  rare  and  captivating  plant  endemic  to  the
Hawaiian Islands. With its glossy green leaves, delicate white
flowers, and intriguing seed pods, this small tree is a true
testament  to  the  unique  biodiversity  of  the  archipelago.
Sadly, habitat loss has rendered it critically endangered in
the wild. However, plant enthusiasts can play a part in its
preservation through successful propagation.

While considered moderately challenging, propagating Melicope
glaberrima is an achievable feat with the right knowledge and
a sprinkle of patience. Here’s a comprehensive guide to help
you on your journey:

Two Paths to Propagation:

1. Seed Propagation:

This method, while rewarding, requires extra diligence.
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Source Fresh Seeds: Obtain ripe, fresh seeds from a
reputable  source.  Viability  decreases  rapidly,  so
freshly harvested seeds are ideal.
Scarification for Success: The seeds have a hard outer
coating  that  requires  scarification.  Gently  rub  each
seed  with  sandpaper  or  a  file  until  a  small  indent
appears.  This  breaks  dormancy  and  allows  water
absorption.
Sowing the Seeds: Plant your scarified seeds in a well-
draining potting mix, burying them about half an inch
deep.
Patience is Key: Keep the soil consistently moist but
not  waterlogged.  Germination  can  be  slow,  taking
anywhere  from  a  few  weeks  to  several  months.

2. Cutting Propagation:

A faster method, though slightly trickier.

Timing is Everything: Take cuttings during the plant’s
active  growing  season,  ideally  in  spring  or  early
summer.
Selecting the Cutting: Choose a healthy, semi-hardwood
stem that’s 4-6 inches long. Make a clean cut just below
a leaf node.
Hormone Boost: Dip the cut end in rooting hormone to
encourage root development.
Creating the Ideal Environment: Plant your cutting in a
pot filled with a well-draining, sterile potting mix.
Keep the humidity high by covering the pot with a clear
plastic bag, creating a mini greenhouse effect.
Monitoring Growth: Ensure the potting mix remains moist
but not soggy. After a few weeks, gently tug on the
cutting. Resistance indicates root development.

Essential Care for Your Melicope Glaberrima:

Light:  Prefers  bright,  indirect  light.  Avoid  direct



sunlight, especially for young plants.
Water: Water thoroughly when the top inch of soil feels
dry. Don’t let the plant sit in water.
Humidity: Enjoys moderate to high humidity. Misting or
using a humidity tray can be beneficial.
Soil:  Needs  well-draining,  slightly  acidic  soil.
Consider a mix formulated for succulents or cacti.

A Rewarding Endeavor:

Propagating Melicope glaberrima might require an extra ounce
of dedication, but the rewards are immense. Not only will you
experience the joy of nurturing a rare and beautiful plant,
but you’ll also contribute to the conservation efforts of this
endangered species. Every successfully grown plant represents
hope for the future of this Hawaiian treasure.


