
Melilotus speciosus

Sweet  Success:  A  Guide  to
Propagating  Showy  Sweet  Clover
(Melilotus speciosus)
Showy sweet clover ( Melilotus speciosus) is a charming legume
known for its delicate yellow flowers and sweet scent. While
often overlooked, this North American native is a boon to
pollinators and can add a touch of wild beauty to gardens.
Intrigued? Then read on to learn how to successfully propagate
Melilotus speciosus and enjoy its unique charm in your own
space.

Understanding Showy Sweet Clover
Before we dig in (pun intended!), let’s get acquainted with
this fascinating plant. Showy sweet clover is a biennial,
meaning it completes its life cycle in two years. During the
first  year,  it  focuses  on  growing  foliage  –  attractive,
trifoliate leaves similar to clover. In its second year, it
graces us with tall stalks adorned with clusters of small,
yellow,  pea-like  flowers,  usually  between  late  spring  and
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early fall. These blooms are highly attractive to bees and
other beneficial insects, making it a valuable addition to
pollinator-friendly gardens.

Propagation Methods
You  can  propagate  showy  sweet  clover  through  two  primary
methods:

1. Seeds: This is the most common and straightforward method.

Seed Collection: Collect seeds in the fall from mature,
dried flower heads. Look for brown, hardened pods.
Seed Treatment (Scarification): Showy sweet clover seeds
have a hard outer coating that requires scarification to
improve germination. Gently rub the seeds between two
pieces of sandpaper or nick them slightly with a nail
clipper.
Sowing: Seeds can be sown directly outdoors in the fall
or started indoors 6-8 weeks before the last expected
frost. Plant seeds about ¼ inch deep in well-draining
soil.
Germination: Seeds typically germinate within 1-2 weeks.
Thinning: Once seedlings have a few true leaves, thin
them  to  provide  adequate  spacing  (around  1-2  feet
apart).

2. Cuttings: This method utilizes stem cuttings to generate
new  plants.  While  less  common  than  seeds,  it  can  be  an
effective way to create clones of a specific plant.

Timing: Take cuttings in the spring from new growth.
Cutting Selection: Select healthy, non-flowering stems
that are about 4-6 inches long.
Preparation: Remove the lower leaves from the cutting,
leaving  2-3  leaves  at  the  top.  Dip  the  cut  end  in
rooting hormone (optional but recommended).
Planting: Plant the cuttings in a moist, well-draining



rooting medium (like a mix of perlite and peat moss) and
keep them consistently moist.
Rooting: Cuttings typically root within a few weeks.
Once roots develop, you can transplant them to larger
containers or directly into the garden.

Growing Showy Sweet Clover
Showy sweet clover enjoys sunny locations with well-drained
soil.  It’s  fairly  drought-tolerant  once  established  but
appreciates regular watering during its first growing season.
While  it  prefers  neutral  to  slightly  acidic  soil,  it  can
tolerate a range of soil conditions.

As a legume, showy sweet clover has the remarkable ability to
fix nitrogen from the air, enriching the soil. This makes it a
fantastic companion plant for other species, improving soil
fertility.

A Final Note
Propagating Melilotus speciosus is relatively easy, making it
a rewarding plant for both novice and experienced gardeners.
By following these steps, you can cultivate this attractive
and beneficial plant, adding a touch of vibrant color and
inviting essential pollinators into your garden.


