
How  to  Propagate
Molopospermum peleponnesiacum

Propagating the Peloponnese Lovage:
A Gardener’s Guide to Molopospermum
peleponnesiacum
Introduction:

Molopospermum  peleponnesiacum,  often  called  Peloponnese
Lovage, is a striking, yet relatively uncommon, herbaceous
perennial  native  to  the  Peloponnese  region  of  Greece.
Characterized by its large, deeply divided, fern-like foliage
and impressive umbels of creamy-white flowers, it possesses a
unique architectural presence in the garden that appeals to
many plant enthusiasts. Its relative rarity, combined with its
captivating  beauty,  makes  propagation  a  particularly
rewarding,  albeit  sometimes  challenging,  endeavor  for  the
dedicated gardener. While its propagation isn’t extensively
documented,  this  guide  explores  various  methods,  weighing
their potential and practicality.

Seed Germination:

Currently,  there  are  no  known  reliable  methods  for  seed
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germination  propagation  of  Molopospermum  peleponnesiacum.
While seeds may be produced, reports of successful germination
are lacking. Further research into seed dormancy mechanisms
and potential stratification techniques is needed.

Cuttings:

The potential for propagation via cuttings remains largely
unexplored for Molopospermum peleponnesiacum. Challenges might
include the woody nature of the stems at maturity, potentially
hindering  rooting.  Experiments  with  semi-hardwood  cuttings
taken in late summer or early autumn, treated with rooting
hormone, and kept under high humidity, might offer a possible
avenue for research. However, success is not guaranteed and
further investigation is needed to determine the viability and
efficiency of this method.

Division:

Division  offers  perhaps  the  most  promising  method  for
propagating Molopospermum peleponnesiacum. Established plants,
after several years of growth, may develop sufficient root
mass to allow for careful division.

Challenges: This procedure can be delicate, risking damage to
the roots and therefore hindering the survival of the divided
sections. The best time for division is likely in spring or
early autumn, when the plant is actively growing or preparing
for dormancy.

Practical  Tips:  Divide  the  plant  during  periods  of  damp
weather, ensuring you maintain a large enough root system with
each division to sustain its growth. Use a sharp, sterile tool
to minimize damage, and handle the divided sections carefully.
Replant  immediately,  ensuring  good  soil  drainage  and
sufficient  watering  to  promote  establishment.

Rewards:  Division  produces  true-to-type  plants  relatively
quickly, ensuring consistent genetic characteristics. This is



a more efficient approach compared to the uncertainty of other
methods.

Tissue Culture:

Tissue culture presents a potentially viable but technically
advanced method for propagating Molopospermum peleponnesiacum.
This laboratory-based technique allows for the rapid cloning
of plants from small tissue samples.

Challenges:  The  establishment  of  successful  protocols  for
tissue culture requires specialized expertise, equipment, and
sterile  conditions.  This  method  would  entail  significant
upfront investment and ongoing maintenance. Finding optimal
media  compositions  and  growth  regulators  for  Molopospermum
peleponnesiacum  would  necessitate  considerable
experimentation.

Practical  Tips:  Consult  with  specialists  in  plant  tissue
culture  to  develop  specific  protocols  for  this  species.
Optimize  factors  such  as  media  compositions  and  hormone
concentrations to achieve successful shoot proliferation and
rooting.

Rewards:  Tissue  culture  allows  for  mass  propagation  of
genetically uniform plants, which is particularly advantageous
for commercial purposes or the conservation of rare cultivars.
It also ensures that even small plant material can be used for
extensive propagation.

Conclusion:

Propagating  Molopospermum  peleponnesiacum  presents  unique
challenges, with division appearing to be the most accessible
method  of  success  for  the  amateur  propagator.  While  seed
germination  and  cuttings  remain  largely  unproven,  tissue
culture offers a potential long-term solution for large-scale
propagation, but requires specialized expertise and resources.



The rewards, however, are substantial. The satisfaction of
nurturing this striking plant from a division, overcoming some
horticultural  hurdles,  is  far  more  rewarding  than  simply
purchasing it. Don’t be discouraged by the initial challenges;
persistence and a willingness to learn and experiment are
crucial. The unique beauty and architectural grace of this
rare plant make the effort well worth it. Embrace the learning
journey, and revel in your success when you finally witness
the thriving Peloponnese Lovage in your garden.


