
Mutisia spinosa

Taming  the  Tendrils:  A  Guide  to
Propagating  the  Showy  Mutisia
spinosa
The Mutisia spinosa, with its vibrant orange blooms and unique
tendril-tipped  leaves,  is  a  conversation  starter  in  any
garden. Native to South America, this climbing beauty might
seem exotic, but don’t let that intimidate you! Propagating
Mutisia  spinosa,  while  not  entirely  straightforward,  is
achievable for gardeners of all levels with a little patience
and the right know-how.

Two Paths to Propagation
There are two primary methods for propagating Mutisia spinosa:

1. Seed Propagation:

This  method,  while  requiring  more  time,  can  be  highly
rewarding.  Here’s  a  step-by-step  guide:

Seed Collection: Collect ripe seed heads in late summer
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or  early  fall.  Look  for  dry,  brown  heads  that  are
starting to split open.
Seed Preparation: Gently crush the seed heads to release
the seeds. No need for extensive cleaning – a light
blowing will suffice.
Sowing: Sow the seeds in a well-draining seed starting
mix. Surface sow, pressing the seeds lightly into the
mix without burying.
Environment:  Mutisia  seeds  need  light  to  germinate.
Place the seed tray in a bright location but out of
direct sunlight.
Patience is Key: Germination can take anywhere from a
few  weeks  to  a  couple  of  months.  Keep  the  soil
constantly  moist  but  not  waterlogged.
Transplanting: Once seedlings have developed a couple of
sets  of  true  leaves,  carefully  transplant  them  into
individual pots with a well-draining potting mix.

2. Semi-Hardwood Cuttings:

A faster method, taking cuttings offers quicker results but
can be slightly trickier:

Timing is Everything: Take your cuttings in late spring
or early summer from healthy, non-flowering stems.
Cut with Care: Choose stems that are semi-hardwood –
they should be flexible but snap cleanly when bent. Make
a  cut  just  below  a  leaf  node,  about  4-6  inches  in
length.
Prepare the Cuttings: Remove the leaves from the bottom
third of the cutting. Dip the cut end in rooting hormone
(optional but recommended).
Potting Up: Plant the cuttings in a pot filled with a
well-draining mix of peat moss and perlite.
Humidity is Key: Cover the pot with a clear plastic bag
or place it in a propagator to maintain high humidity.
Patience, Once Again: It will take 6-8 weeks for roots
to develop. Once new growth appears, you can slowly



acclimate your cuttings to outdoor conditions.

Nurturing New Life
Whether you choose seeds or cuttings, providing the right
conditions is crucial for your new Mutisia spinosa plants:

Sunlight: Mutisia loves a sunny location with at least
six hours of direct sunlight daily.
Soil: Well-draining soil is crucial to prevent root rot.
Amend heavy soils with compost or perlite.
Water:  Keep  the  soil  consistently  moist  but  avoid
overwatering. Allow the soil to dry slightly between
waterings.
Support System: As a climbing vine, Mutisia needs a
trellis, fence, or other support structure to thrive.

Propagating Mutisia spinosa is a rewarding endeavor for any
plant enthusiast. With a little patience and care, you can
cultivate these striking plants and enjoy their unique beauty
for years to come!


