
Myrcia guianensis

Unlocking  the  Secrets  of  Myrcia
guianensis: A Propagation Guide
The Myrcia guianensis, also known as the guava berry or goiaba
da serra, is a fascinating plant with glossy leaves, delicate
white  flowers,  and  vibrant  red  berries.  Native  to  South
America, this tropical beauty isn’t just a feast for the eyes;
it boasts edible berries with a unique, sweet-and-tart flavor.
But how do you bring this exotic wonder into your own home?

This  guide  delves  into  the  secrets  of  propagating  Myrcia
guianensis, equipping you with the knowledge to grow this
beautiful plant from scratch.

Two Paths to Propagation:

While Myrcia guianensis seeds are relatively easy to obtain,
they  can  be  notoriously  slow  to  germinate.  This  makes
propagation from cuttings a more popular and efficient method.

1. Seed Propagation:

Harvesting: Collect ripe, plump berries directly from
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the plant or purchase them from reputable sources.
Seed Extraction: Gently crush the berries to release the
seeds. Wash away any remaining pulp and allow the seeds
to air dry for a day.
Sowing: Plant the seeds in a well-draining seed-starting
mix,  barely  covering  them  with  soil.  Mist  the  soil
lightly and keep it consistently moist but not soggy.
Patience is Key: Seed germination can be erratic and may
take  anywhere  from  a  few  weeks  to  several  months.
Providing bottom heat using a seedling heat mat can help
speed up the process.

2. Cutting Propagation (Recommended):

Timing is Everything: The best time to take cuttings is
in spring or early summer when the plant is actively
growing.
Selecting  the  Right  Cutting:  Choose  healthy,  non-
flowering stems that are approximately 4-6 inches long.
Preparing the Cutting: Remove the leaves from the bottom
two inches of the stem. Dip the cut end in rooting
hormone  (optional  but  recommended)  to  encourage  root
development.
Planting the Cutting: Insert the cutting into a pot
filled with a well-draining rooting mix (a combination
of peat moss, perlite, and vermiculite works well).
Creating a Humid Environment: Cover the pot with a clear
plastic bag or use a humidity dome to create a warm,
humid environment for the cutting.
Patience and Observation: Place the pot in a brightly
lit area, but out of direct sunlight. Keep the soil
consistently moist but not waterlogged. Rooting usually
takes 4-8 weeks. You’ll know roots have developed when
you see new growth.

Caring for Your New Plants:

Once your Myrcia guianensis has successfully rooted (whether



from  seed  or  cutting),  it’s  time  to  begin  the  nurturing
process:

Transplanting: When the roots begin to outgrow their
container, it’s time to transplant them into larger pots
filled with a well-draining potting mix.
Light and Water: Provide your plant with at least 6
hours  of  bright,  indirect  sunlight  per  day.  Water
regularly,  allowing  the  topsoil  to  dry  out  slightly
between waterings.
Fertilizing:  Feed  your  Myrcia  guianensis  with  a
balanced,  water-soluble  fertilizer  every  4-6  weeks
during the growing season (spring and summer).

Reap the Rewards:

Propagating your own Myrcia guianensis may require patience
and dedication, but the rewards are well worth the effort.
With a bit of care and attention, you’ll soon be enjoying the
unique beauty and delectable fruits of this fascinating plant.


