How to Propagate Myrsine
parvicarpa

Unlocking the Secrets of Myrsine
Parvicarpa: A Guide to Propagation

Myrsine parvicarpa, also known charmingly as the Red Beads or
Coral Berry, is a versatile and visually appealing evergreen
shrub. Native to New Zealand, it boasts glossy green foliage
and delicate flowers that mature into vibrant red berries,
adding a touch of elegance to any garden. If you’'re looking to
expand your Myrsine parvicarpa collection or share its beauty
with others, propagation is the way to go. While it might
sound intimidating, propagating Myrsine parvicarpa isn’t as
complicated as you might think! Let’s explore the two most
common methods:

1. Propagation from Seed:

This method, while requiring a touch more patience, offers the
satisfaction of growing a plant from the very beginning.

- Seed Collection: Gather ripe berries from an established
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Myrsine parvicarpa during the fall. Ripe berries will be
a deep red and slightly soft to the touch. Extract the
seeds from the fleshy fruit and rinse them thoroughly to
remove any pulp.

- Stratification (Optional but recommended): Myrsine
parvicarpa seeds benefit from a period of cold
stratification, which mimics natural winter conditions
and encourages germination. Place the cleaned seeds in a
damp paper towel, seal them in a plastic bag, and store
them in the refrigerator for 4-6 weeks.

- Sowing: After stratification, sow the seeds in a well-
draining seed-starting mix. Planting depth should be
about % inch.

= Conditions: Place the seed tray in a bright location but
out of direct sunlight. Keep the soil consistently moist
but not waterlogged.

 Germination: Be patient! Germination can take anywhere
from a few weeks to a couple of months.

- Transplanting: Once the seedlings develop a few sets of
true leaves and are large enough to handle, transplant
them into individual pots filled with well-draining
potting mix.

2. Propagation from Cuttings:

For a faster and often more predictable route, propagation
from semi-hardwood cuttings is ideal.

=« Timing: The optimal time for taking cuttings is late
summer or early fall.

= Cuttings Selection: Select healthy, non-flowering stems
that are beginning to harden. Using clean, sharp pruning
shears, take cuttings about 4-6 inches long.

- Preparation: Remove the leaves from the lower two-thirds
of the cutting.

- Rooting Hormone (Optional): While not strictly
necessary, dipping the cut end of the stem in rooting
hormone can boost the success rate and speed up root



development.

- Planting: Insert the cuttings into a pot filled with a
well-draining rooting mix, burying the leafless portion
of the stem.

- Conditions: Keep the cuttings in a warm, humid
environment. A humidity dome or clear plastic bag placed
over the pot can help retain moisture. Place the pot in
a bright location but out of direct sunlight.

= Rooting: Cuttings usually take about 6-8 weeks to
develop roots. Gently tug on the cutting — if you feel
resistance, it indicates roots have formed.

= Transplanting: Once the cuttings have rooted well,
transplant them into individual pots filled with well-
draining potting mix.

General Care for Young Myrsine Parvicarpa:

= Light: Myrsine parvicarpa prefers partial shade to full
sun, especially in warmer climates.

- Water: Water regularly, especially during the first
growing season, but allow the soil to dry out slightly
between waterings.

- Fertilizer: Fertilize in the spring with a balanced,
slow-release fertilizer.

Propagating your own Myrsine parvicarpa offers a deeply
rewarding experience. With a little patience and care, you’ll
be well on your way to expanding your garden with these
stunning evergreens, enjoying their beauty for years to come!



